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FOREWORD. 


Varanasi or Kasi is one of the most renowned cities of the world 
and probably the most celebrated in the sacred texts. The charm 
of this holy city has fascinated the hearts and the minds of men 
since immemorial time. Hundreds of authors have tried to des- 
cribe its greatness and to express in words the mysterious attraction 
they had experienced at the contact with this enchanting atmos- 
phere of Kasi, the splendid one. 


‘City of learning’ as it is usually depicted, Varanasi is most fit to 
“host the Vth World Sanskrit Conference, because it has always been 
the place where every Philosopher or Saint had desired to come to 
have his doctrine or marga approved by the faydits of Kasi, Prai- 
ses and eulogies of Varanasi and studies on it are not lacking. 
This brochure does not pretend to be one more among so many. 
It is simply a ‘key’ to the city for the visitor, who wants to get the 
best in the shortest time, The booklet is not an ‘original’ work, it 
is rather a ‘composition’ of material which aims at stressing the 
greatness of the city in allits aspects. These pages are presented 
by the. staff of the Purana Department of the All-India Kashiraj 
Trust, which aims at keeping alive the ancient and glorious tradi- 
tion of India and so the ‘puranic’ importance of the town is parti- 
cularly underlined. It has always been put attention to give the 
most important references to the puranic texts wherever available, 


As the Conference takes place in the month of Kartika 


(Oct.—Nov.) we thought it proper to add, a short Appendix on 
this month, one of the most sacred and dear to the hearts of all the 


Hindus. 


We present these pages as an homage of gratitude and welcome 
to the delegates to the Vth World Sanskrit Conference. 


Vibhuti Narain Singh 
(Maharaja of Benares) 
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INTRODUCTION 


The sacred Kasi of the texts, better known as Varanasi, or 
Banaras—at it was called until recently, and as it is in common use 
among the people—is a town of more than eight hundred thousand 
persons. It is situated in the middle of the Gangetic plain nearly 
half-way between Delhi and Calcutta on the Grand Trunk Road, 
National Highway No.2, which partly corresponds to the Uttara- 
marga of ancient times. Due to its position on this important arterial 
road and more particularly because of its being at the point where 
the Uttaramarga had to cross the Ganga, Varünasi has been a thriv- 
ing centre of activity since ancient times. 


The archaeological finds at Rajghat, on thenorthern outskirts 
of the present Varanasi, bear witness to the existence of the town 
as far back as the IX B. C., but the town must be much older. 
“There is hardly any city in the world—we can affirm with P. V. 
Kane!—that can claim greater antiquity, greater continuity and 
greater popular veneration than Banaras. Banaras has been a holy 
city for at least thirty centuries. No city in India arouses the 
religious emotions of Hindus as much as Kasi does. To the Hindu 
mind it represents great and unbroken traditions of religious san- 
ctity and learning. It is a miniature of Hindu life through the ages 
in all its great complexities and contradictions. Not only Hinduism 
with its numerous sects has flourished here for numberless centuries, 
but the principles of Buddhism, one of the great religions of the 
world, were first proclaimed here by Sakyamuni after he received 
Enlightenment at Bodh-Gaya under the Bodhi tree’. Thousands of 
verses are found in the epics and puranas about Banaras. “Kati is 
a symbol for Hindus’, says Diana L. Eck?. ‘To say this is to acknow- 
ledge (....) that it is a city so replete with dimensions of meaning, 
so inexhaustible in its richness that there is no end to what can be 
said about it. Asa symbol, Kasi leads one who enters into its life 
and lore to glimpse the Supreme. Itis an open-ended in the direc- 
tion of the Transcensent. As a rymbol it is not reducible to a series 
of statements or a set of facts.’ 

All the Mahatmyas written on Kasi or Varanasi are proof 
enough that the charm of this city on visitors, pilgirims and even 
its inhabitants is not merely a modern feature, 
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काशीप्रापिरियं योगः काशीप्रापतिरियं तपः। 
काशीप्रापिरियं दानं काशीप्रापतिः शिवाचेनम्‌ ।। 42 


काशीप्राप्तिरियं यागः काशीप्राप्तिस्तु कम॑ तत्‌। 
काशीप्राप्तिरियं | काशीप्राप्तिरियं ` सुखस्‌॥ 42 Ut 


कः कामः को मदः क्रोधः को लोभः का ह्यहंडृतिः | 
कि मासत्य॑ किमज्ञानं कमं कि जाड्यता च का॥ 43 || 


का भीतिः कोऽथवा काल: का जरा कि च दुष्कृतस्‌ | 
कि राज्यं कोऽन्तरायो वा नुणां काशीनिवासिनाम्र ॥ 44 ॥। 
( Pd. VI. 236. 4-44 ) 


Varanasi is a city which has to be experienced at different 
levels simultaneously?. It has a history; butitis beyond its history 
that one understands it. While it is a religious town, it is through 
the concrete daily life of its people that one perceives its true 
religious role. It is a commercial centre, a trade market, yet itis 
through the defenceless simplicity of its people that one realizes 
the ability of its merchants. The salicnt features of thistown are 
not apparent from its political and economic history; they have to 
be discovered in its ontological reality, among its people of today 
and yesterday, in its streets full of temples, liñgas and crowd and in 
the silent and ‘meditative contemplation of its beauty at sunrise 
and sunset. The almost complete absence of great political leaders 
in its millenarian history makes this town even greater. In this 
respect Varanasi is more similar to Jerusalem than to Rome: its 
greatness lies in its people and in its soil rather than in its kings or 
political influence. 

Works on Varanasi and Kasi are not lacking: the city has 
been studied recently as a sacred complex, by Diana L. Eck, 
from an anthropological point of view by L. P. Vidyarhi, Makhan 
Jha, Surajit Sinha and Baidyanath Sarasvati, from mainly an histo- 
rical point of view by A. S. Altekar and Motichandra, who inciden- 
tally conducted a very profound research on the sacred town in all 
its various aspects. Kubernath Sukul, who has written several 
books and booklets on Varanasi, represents the more conservative 
and orthodox way of approaching historical research; M. 8. 
Sherring, E. P. Havell have studied the town with a partisan bias, 
while R. L. Singh has described its geographical peculerities, In 
ancient times also tourists and pilgrims, like Fa-Hien and Hiuen- 
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Tsang, F. Bernier, J. B. Tavernier and others, left records of those 
aspects of Kasi that most attracted their attention. Hindus, 
Buddhists, Muslims and Christians have shown interest in Varanasi. 
Philosophers, Dharmaryas, pilgrims, saints and beggars, Indian 
and foreign, rich, poor, or dying continued to visit the city and 
have been attracted by its charm. 

The Indian Government has set up a plant for Diescl Loco- 
motives Work, the largest in South East Asia. The Banaras Hindu 
University Campus—one of the three Universities of Varanasi—is 
second to none in India, and its Institute of Technology rivals those 
at Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta Kanpur and Madras, Varanasi is a cen- 
tre of silk, ivory and wood work and is famous for its musicians. It 
is renowned all over India for its Kafirajya, which has still its 
worthy representative in the present Maharaj of Banaras, loved 
and venerated by all the people, who continue to hail him with 
‘Hara Hara Mahadeva’, He is the founder of the All-India Kasiraj 

. Trust, which under the aegis of the President of India, aims at 
spreading Indian Culture; the Purana Department is one ofits 
branches. 


Varanasi is famous in India and abroad for all the above 
mentioned characteristics, which contribute to make it unique 
among the cities of the world. The town deserves a long visit, 
because it cannot be discovered in one day or even in one week. 
One has to love it and be slowly transformed by it; only after this 
inner transformation can one expect the unveiling of its secrets : 


अमुक्तास्तन्न Kaka मुक्ताः पश्यन्ति चेतसा ॥ 
(Pd, I. 33.8 cd) 
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l. THE PURANIC NAMES OF VARANASI* 


The identification of Kasi with Varanasi is only for simplicity’s 
sake, it does not correspond to the use of the two terms in the texts 
and in the common feelings of the people. The first indeed represe- 
nts more commonly the whole territory or the town only in its 
religious aspect, the second applies more specifically to the town as 
a geogragraphic setting or municipality, particularly the ४ area 
between the rivers Varuna and Asi, which form the boundaries of 
the town to the North and the South respectively." 

In the puranic literature, the town has besides these two iae 
several others, some of which are current even now: a few ० 
them are enumerated in the following flokas : 


वाराणसीति काशीति महामन्त्रमिमं जपन्‌ | a 
यावज्जीवं त्रिसन्ध्यं तु जन्तुर्जातु न जायते Ween 
अविमक्त महाक्षेत्रं स्मरन्‌ प्राणांस्तु यस्त्यजेत्‌ | a 
दूरदेशान्तरस्थोऽपि सोऽपि जातु न जायते॥' ` ॥ 
आनन्दक्ानने यस्य fad संस्मरे सदा। 
ततक्षेत्रनामश्रवणान्त स भूयोऽभिजायते W'S“ 
रुद्रवासे वपेन्नित्यं नरो नियतमानसः। 
एनसामपिं संभारं कृत्वा कालाद्विमुच्यते॥' ` ॥ 


महाइमशानमासाद s EE is ae 
: i लभते पुमा 
S Eo em : Ru 3.26-30) 
Here we find the most renowned synonyms of Varanasi, the 
Mahatirtha® and Mahaksetra". 
VARANASI : The city between the Varuņā and the Asi 
The name, “Varanasi!” which occurs already in the Buddhist 
Jatokas and in the Mahabharata, describes the town as the one which 
is between the Varuna® and the Asi”. The river Asi in some 
Pnrayas?® is known as the Suskanadi!! because of the very 
small quantity of waterit has except during the monsoon. The 


* This part is based on Diana L. Eck, Banaras, Gity of Light, see 
Bibliography. 
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Puray ast? and the Mahabharata’? speak ofa river ealled Varanasi, 
an affluent fof the "Ganga, which has to be identified with the 
Varana १५, Itis not improbable that the name Varanasi might 
have been derived from the name of thisriver, ie., as the town 
on the Varanasi : a definition that would appropriately apply to 
the most ancient site of the town known archaeologically. 
. The Varana and the Asi are said to originate respectively from 
the right and left legs of Visnu, lying at ‘Prayagai5. They are not 
only the boundaries of the city but in the puranic vision they become 
its ksetrapalas.! Their meaining is spiritually interpreted by Jabala 
. Upanisad, 2 through a popular etymology : 
का वै वरणा का च नासीति १° । सर्वानिद्रियक्ततान्‌ दोषान्‌ वारयतीति 
तेन वरणा भवति | सर्वानिनिद्वियक्कतान्‌ पापात्‌ नाशयतीति तेन नासी भवतीति 
In Kasi Khanda they become the symbols of piñgalā and ida 
respectively?® in an attempt towards a mystical interpretation of 


Varanasi where the city, which lies in their middle, plays the 
symbolic role of Susumna. 
KASI : The Luminous city : 
Kasi is the oldest name of the city and more specifically of the 
area in which Varanasi is situated. It is clearly mentioned in 
Gopatha Brahmana I. 2. 9, in some ancient Upanisads!?, in Panini 


IV.2. ll6 and in Mahabhasya.?" Kafigrama is used in Jatakas Nos 
239 and 283, and Kafipuri in Mahabharata VI. l4. 6; XIII. 68. 26. 


The word Kasi has been explained in various ways. For the 
Kasi Khanda, Kasi, situated on the 3 points of Siva’s trifilla,** is so 
called because there Siva spreads his light : 
काशतेऽत्र यतो ज्योतिस्तदनाख्येयमीश्वरः | 
अतो नामापरं चास्तु काशीति भ्रथितं विभो॥ 
(KKh. 26.27) 
It is exactly because on this irifila, a hint to the three hillocks 
on which the city was built, that according to Sabda kalpadruma's 
definition, Kasi shines : 


काशते शिवत्रिशूलोपरि। 


or illumines the universe $ 


काशयति प्रकाशयतीदं सवं या ॥ 
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For the Siva Purana, Kotirudra Samhita 22.20 cd, Kasi marks 
moksa dawn on everybody by giving jia : 
मोक्षप्रकाशिका काशी ज्ञानदा मम सुप्रिया ॥ 


For the Svayambhu Puraána??, the rs: Kasyapa: owes its 

name to Kasi. 
यदास्या यातः शास्ता काश्यपो मुनिनायकः। 
तदा. तस्यां वाराणस्यां काइयाख्यञच प्रकीतितः॥ 

The Kasi Rahasya links the name ofthe city with the grass 
Kafa??, while F. E. Pargiter?4 suggests a connection with the 
puranic king Kasa, a scion of the dynasty which later, also produced 
the famous Divodasa. 

For Kasi Rahasya 2.28 cd Kasi is Brahman itself of which this 
turning world is but an expansion : 

काशी ब्रह्मेति विख्याता यद्विवर्तों जगद्श्रमः॥ 

For the pilgrim of today and yesterday the word Kasi is evocative 
of purification and sanctity. 
AVIMUKTA: The Never-Forsaken. 

This name of Varanasi, very common in the puranic literature 
but almost dropped from usage?5, is explained in the purdnas 
in different ways. The town is so called because it is never forsaken 
by Siva (and Parvati) : 

विमुक्त न मया यस्यान्मोक्ष्यते वा कदाचन | 
महत्‌ क्षेत्रमिदं तस्मादविमुक्तमिदं equ ॥ 


Nor is it forsaken even at the time of pralaya :26 


मुने प्रलयकाळेऽपि न तत्क्षेत्रं कदाचन | 
विमुक्तं हि शिवाभ्यां यदविमुक्तं ततो fag: wu?" 
Or it is so called because it was never abandoned by Siva. Even 


when he had to leave the town momentarily, he left it physically 
but remained there in the form of liga : 


मन्दराद्रिगतेनापि क्षेत्रं नेतत्पिनाकिना | 
विमुक्तं लिङ्गरूपेण अविमुक्तमतः स्मृतम्‌ ॥** 
Therefore, all those who havea darsana of the liga called 
Avimuktesvara are relieved (vimukta) from all the bonds of karma ६ 
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अविमक्तेश्‍वरं fog दृष्ट्वा क्षेत्रेऽविमुक्तके । 
विमुक्त एव भवति सवस्मात्कर्मबन्धनात्‌ ।। "° 
Siva Purana IV. 23. ]-22a3° interpretes the name Avimukta as 
bestower of mukti to everyone even if devoid of jiana, bhakti, etc. 


Avimukta, then, should never be abandoned?! at all the bonds of 
sins (avi) are here definitively and for ever severed 


अविशब्देन पावस्तु वेदोक्तः कथ्यते fast: | 
तेन मुक्तं मया जुष्टमविमुक्तमतोच्यते ॥ `^ 
For some Pur@yas Avimukta is Siva himself?9 and Ambika is 
Avimukta, 


अविमुक्त: शिव: सोऽहमविमुक्ता त्वमम्बिके NE 
ANANDAKANANA: The Forest of Bliss 
The name ‘“Anandakénana’, which is very rare in contemporary 
use expresses the idea that Varanasi bestows ‘ananda’ or is itseif the 


essence of ananda?9. Anandakanana is one of the most inspiring 
titles of Varanasi, which is so called by the devas. 


आनन्दकाननमिति प्रवदन्ति देवा धर्माख्यकाननमिति प्रवदन्ति विप्राः । 

अथार्थकाननमिति प्रवदन्ति लोकाः कामारिकाननमिति प्रतिकृत्तकामाः॥ °" 
This title is second in importance only to Brahmakanana, The two 
titles can even merge into one and become Brahmananda Kanana, 
which is surely the best way to define the essence of Kasi according 
to the philosophy of the mahatmyakaras. This is the place where 
Siva and Parvati spent countless moments of bliss and left their 
liigas spread everywhere ‘like little sprouts arisen out of sheer 
bliss’.42 In Kasi everything isand bestows bliss; therefore, con- 
cludes the author of this passage : 


आनन्दरूपा जायन्ते तेन कास्यां हि जन्तवः ।*२ 


All those who crave the supreme bliss or mukti,“ and all 
varieties of living beings desire to come and live here,*5 The 
fascination and the enchantment of Varanasi goes far back in time 
and is deeply rooted in the hearts of men. 


RUDRA VASA: The Abode of Siva 
Although the name of Rudravaása is not current, everybody 


knows of the direct connection between Varanasi and Siv. In facat 
the present religious patron of the city is Siva-Visvanatha and the 
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city's main temple is dedicated to him. In the common feelings 
of people, in Varanasi everything is pervaded by Siva even the 
stones and the dust : 
काशी के कंकर शिव शंकर ॥ 

Varanasi is first of all Rudravasa because Siva lives in it. But it is 
so called also because there are Sivaliigas at every step and each 
person is Rudramaya, made of Siva : 


काश्यां रुद्रमया: सर्वे जन्तवः श्रुतिनोदिता: nte 


and a moving Sivalinga itself : 


येषां हि संस्थितिः काश्यां रिङ्गाचंनरतात्मनाम्‌ । 
त एव मम रिङ्गानि जङ्गमानि न संशय: NE 


In Varanasi all the persons are Rudra themselves, 48 So everyone 
in Kasi reaches the highest state of being, Brahman itself, in the 
shape of Siva by a special ‘touch’ of God : 


यथा elg स्पर्शमणौ पतितं कनकम्भवेत्‌ | 
तथा कार्‍यां ब्रह्मरूपं प्राप्नुयाच्छिवरूपतास्‌ ॥५० 


According to the Kasi Khana, all types of beings in Varanasi bear 
the external symbols of Siva; they are, so to say, Siva incarnates : 
(or Krsna incarnate, if they bear the symbols of Krsna or Visnu),5° 
Everyone, living in this sacred town of Siva, is indeed a jivan- 
mukia.9* But although Jivanmuktas, Siva themselves, the inhabitants 
of Varanasi are said to reach mukti at the moment of death : 


तमिहैव परं मोक्षं मरणा[दधिगच्छति ^? 
Kasi is, indeed, the muktipur; par excellence, which bestows mukti to 
everybody in every moment of his spiritual evolution and in every 
point of his life,” 

This prevalence of Siva in Varanasi, that made the authors 
call it Sajkarapuri54, Sivapuri55 and J'ivarajadhani5o, did not keep 
the Purayas from calling it also Vaisyavapuri®™ and Hariksetras® 
because, explains the Vamana Puranas®, putting itself in a far 
remote past, it is now a Vasudeva’s Kietra and only in future will it 
be a Sankara's ksetra, Varanasi indeed is beyond any classification; 
if one knows the reality of this city one discovers that it is at the 
same time Warayayavasa, Rudravasa and Brahmavasa,99 
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This importance of Siva and Visnu, combined with what we 
know about the cult of yaksas well attested throughout the history 
of Varanasi, and of the devi, presents problems about the validity 
of the centrality of the cult of Siva. This cult is clearly attested in 
Varanasi only in later centuries and the Purayas speak of a time 
when Siva had not yet chosen Varanasi as his own abode.9? 


MAHASMASANA : The Great Cremation-Ground 
Varanasi is very often said tobe a *fmafzna? or ‘mahasmafana’. 
- The word *fmafzna' is explained in Kasi Khanda. 40.03 : 
शमशब्देन शवः प्रोक्तः शानं शयनमुच्यते। 
नि्वंचयति श्मशानार्थं मुने इब्दार्थकोविदाः॥ 


This popular etymology is in tune with the reality of Varanasi 
especially in past ages, when large areas of the town and its out- 
skirts were possibly used as cremation ground??. To Varanasi, in 
fact, people have always like to come to live out the end of thin 
lives so that they may obtain mukti3, Therefore Varanasi appeared 
a dreadful and immense cremation-ground9*. The presence of sati 
stones in several parts of the city would confirm sucha fame. But 
the mahatmyakaras had deeper reasons for calling Varanasi 
mahafmaíana. In Kasi, indeed the very roots or seed of karma and 
punarjanme are burnt for ever : 


भाविनो ये विपद्यन्ते वाराणस्यां ममाज्ञया। 
तेषां बीजानि दग्धानि इमशानज्वलूदग्निना ॥°5 


or in a cleare way : 
भज्यंन्ते कर्मबीजानि यत्र विश्वेशवह्तिना । 
अतो महाइमशानं तदगतीनां परा गतिः ॥९९ 


Varanasi is really a karmanirmiilani?", Here pralaya is overcome and 
all beings, even the great ones, will rest forever : 


महान्त्यपि च भूतानि प्रलये समुपस्थिते। 

शेरतेऽत्र शवा भूत्वा श्मशानं तु ततो महत्‌ u°® 
So, even the worst title, like the dreadful {mafane acquires, when 
applied to Varanasi, a new meaning and become attractive. 


Besides the aforesaid names the city of Varanasi has also 
several other appellatives like : Kosala??, Srinagari'?, Gaurimu- 
kha?! Jitvari"?, Apurnabhavabhavabhümi, Tapahsthali, Tirtharaja 
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(usually applied to Prayága, even if not exclusively )78, Mahi- 
puri", Surundhana, Sudaréana, Puspavati, Mohini (in the Jatakas) 
etc, Aurangzeb re-christened it Muhammedabad but without 
success. 

As well as its name the shape of Varanasi also went on chan- 
ging down the centuries. ‘On the authority of the Padma Purana, 
is the earliest period it was on the top of three hillocks and it was 
this fact that bestows upon it the distinction of being situated not 
on earth but no Shiva’s trident. Subseqently its boundary was a 
circle of about ten miles radius, later the ksetra was cut down toa 
chariot shape by the removal of a portion on the eastern side of the 


Ganges. Still later it was reduced towards the North also and 
became the shape of a conch, which is its present shape'*5, 


कृते त्रिशूलवज्ज्ञेयं त्रेतायाज्चक्रवत्तथा | 

दवापरे तु रथाकारं glati कलौ युगे॥ ° 
In more recent times the cultural landscape of the city underwent 
extensive transformation; from a town with larges of forest, ponds, 
riviluts and canals, Varanasi became the present overcrowded and 
congested and canals, Varanasi become the present overcrowded 
and congested city we know today. Many of the narrow Janes of the 
old centre were enlarged, streets were widened and new streets 
built to accomodate the ever increasing traffic and population. 


CC-0.Panini Kanya Maha Vidyalaya Collection. 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


2. HISTORY OF VARANASI* 


a. The Sources : 


The most important sources for a history of ancient Varanasi 
are the archaeological excavations conducted at Rajghat at the 
northern outskirts of the present physical setting of the the city, 
and at Sarnath, a small village situated at a distance of 8 Km 
North of the Cantonment Railway Station. 


The excavations at Rajghat, near the river Varna, were cond- 
ucted by the Deptt. of Ancient Indian Historo, Culture and Archa- 
eology of the Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, between 957. and 
]969 The results are being published by that same Deptt. The four 
parts printed presently are already enough to give an idea of the 
evolution of the town through the time. From these excavations it 
is possible to confirm the hints found in the literary sources that 
the ancient city of Varanasi stood farther north than the present 
one, possibly on both sides of the Varna, at the point where it joins 
the Ganga. On the other side, as well as on this side, of the Varna, 
in fact, signs of ancient habitations could be located."" These exca- 
vations lead us back to a period which ranges from circa 8COB. C. 
of Period I, upto the East India Company of Period VI. Not all the 
period are well and clearly represented, but there is enough mater- 
ial to show a continued settlement of the area. This area represents 
surely Varanasi asit appears froma sealing inscribed in Gupta 
characters bearing the legend ‘Varagasyadhithanadhikarayasya’™® 
found here. The entire area as seen today consists of three blocks 
of mounds labelled as Mound l, 2 and 3.79 No larger building of 
any relevance has been found, but some amount of ‘typical cera- 
mic industries and other objects like coins, seal and sealings, terra- 
cotta figurines etc.'9? could be gathered and they are now partially 
displayed in the museum of Calcutta, Mathura, Varanasi itself, and 
Sarnath, These excavations need to be continued also in other 
parts of the city and should even be extended to places as far as 


* This section is partly based on Motichandra, Kali ka itihasa. 
Kubernath Sukl, Varanasi Down the ages, and Diana L. Eck, 
Banaras : the city of Lighi--see Bibliography. 
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Markandeya, a temple at the confluence of the Gomati with the 
Ganga ata distance of about 25 Km from Cantonment Railway 
Station, where the Puranas claim there was a settlement of Kasi by 
Divodasa,*! 

Sarnath was brought briskly to the modern world when Jagat 
Singh, in XVIII century A. D. pulled down the Dharmarajika 
siipa of Asoka that had been standing there for centuries. The 
explorations and excavations which followed for several years 
resulted in the discovery of three si#pas, six monasteries, and 
many statues and inscriptions. In 904-I905 F.O. Oertel exposed 
the Main Shrine of the Gupta period, the Asokan pillar (3rd B.C.), 
its capital and the famous image of Buddha in the Dharmacakra- 
varlana mudra (V. Cent. A.D.). John Marshall, H. Hargreaves and 
finally Daya Ram Sahni continued the excavations unearthing the 
Kumaradevi's inscription (XII Cent. A.D.), and a large number of 
important sculptures ranging from the Mauryan and Kushan 
periods to late medieval period. The excavations at Sarnath help 
in reconstructing the history of Buddhism which, while it did not 
play a big role in the development of Varanasi, and remained 
foralung time in the background, was indirectly responsible for 
some significant reactions in the evolution of the brahmanical 
religion, as well as having been the dharma of some of the rulers of 
Varanasi. $ 

The literary sources are far more numerous and extensive than 
the archaeological ones, The Vedas deserve logically more attention 
as they are_the oldest. References to Kasi or Varanasi are available 
only in the later texts, specifically from the Brahmanas and Upani- 
sads. This takes us back to at least the beginning of the first 
millenium B.C, If the lists of the Vedic Sarvanukramayika had any 
value, the mention of rs; Pratardana as Kaéiraja (king of Kasi or of 
the Kasis ) in RgV X. I79 would take us far earlier than the date 
ascertained by the archaeological excavations at Rajghat. The 
Kasis, people living in the locale of the present Uttara Pradesh and 
eastward, and their king, Kadya, are already known in the 
Pippalada version of the Atharva Veda V. 22.l4and in the Sata- 
patha Brahmana 3.5.4,9. 


Thenext important source mentioning Varanasi, after the 
. Vedas, are the Jatakas. The Jatakas belong to the Khuddaka Nikaya 
of the Suttanipata, one of the three pitakas of the Buddhist canon. 
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They must be as early as the IV Cent. B.C. They incorporate pre- 
Buddhistic fables, folktales and gathas, which are surely older than 
V Cent. B. C. The Jatakas, therefore, constitute a precious mate- 
rial for our history. Many of these 547 stories indeed begin 
with : 


अतीते बाराणसियम ब्रह्मदत्ते WA कारेन्त.... 


and relate ^a story of the Buddha in his previous births. as 
Bodhisattva at Varanasi. Such stories describe life, culture, usages 
and trade of Varanasi before the Buddha, i.e. before the V 8.0 
Itisnot easy, however, to separate the ancient tales from the 
new additions and so we can hardly be sure that these des- 
criptions of Varanasi actually refer to the holy city. The 
Varanasi of the Jatakas depicts something of an ideal place to which 
are applied all the characteristics of both the period in which the 
first folktales were composed as well as those of the more recent 
period when the Jatakas assimilated the older descriptions. The 
Jatakas, then, are to be used with great caution, although they are 
quite helpful especially for presenting an idea of the general cultural 
background of the area in the pre-Buddhistic times. 


The Purayas, the Epics and the Nibandhas contain many 
stories about kings of, and happenings in, Varanasi; they delight in 
long praises of the greatness and importance of the city and not 
infrequently, they describe its tirthas, lingas, ghats and temples. They 
are thus, no doubt, the longest and richest source for the history 
and setting of the holy city. Itis impossible to give a full account 
of all the references to Varanasi in these works. This holy 
city is not only praised as a separate tirtha but its 
laudatory tributes can be found in Gaigamahatmyas, Maghamahat- 
myas, Kartikamahatmyas and mahatmyas of any other month, tithi, 
festival, dharmaéastric subject ‘like sasiskaras, snana, fraddha etc. 
Varanasi in the texts mentioned above is a side-subject of any topic 
from the epics to nitifasira, from kathas to darfana, from upanisads 
to filpafastra. This holy city enters asa model of comparison for 
any matter discussed or. introduced in the texts. Moreover, the 
Puranas have been written and revised in different epochs, so from 
the comparison of these passages we can gei hints about the evolu- 
tion of the town itself, But not all the Puranas dealing at some 
length with Varanasi describe the town, many times they only 


CC-0.Panini Kanya Maha Vidyalaya Collection. 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


( 4 ) 


praise its greatness without any specific reference to single monu- 
ments, So the historical material in the Puranas and in the epics 
is far less than what one could reasonably expect, seing the quantity 
of literature dedicated to it. The longest passages on Varanasi are 
the Kaf; Khayda of one hundred adhyayas attached to the Skanda 
Purana, which seems to describe the town in its most glorious histo- 
rical period in the XII Cent. A.D. under the Gahadavalas; the Kafi 
Rahasya, claiming to bea parisisfa of the Brahmavaivarta Purana, 
which must be much later as itis abundantly quoted in the Tris- 
thalisetu (]560 A. D.) but never in the Krtyakalpataru (c. lI25 
A. D.); the Kafr Kedara Mahatmya, a khila of the Brahmavaivarta 
Purana, later than the previous two. Besides these three works 
which are somewhat independent of the Puranas to which they are 
attached, we have also adhyayas on Varanasi Mahaimya in Matsya, 
Markandeya, Siva, Padma, Naradiya Puranas and shorter references 
to the town in Brahmanda, Vayu, Visnu, Linga, Kürma, Vamana, 
Bhagavata, Brahma, and Agni Puranas. The Mahabharata has a few 
adhyayas specially devoted to Varanasi and many hints to it in seve- 
ral other places. As for the Nibandhas, they cover a period of about 
six centuries, from the XII tothe XVII A. D. and give a rather 
accurate description of the firthas, temples and ligas of the towa. 

As they are all dated, they are naturally usefull far dating also th 


. parts of the Puranas they quote. 


Other sources, besides those mentioned till now, are the Kujfa- 
nimatam, a love-poem of the VIII Cent. A.D., whose action is laid in 
Varanasi, the Jabala Upanisad, which gives a mystical interpreta- 
tion of Avimukta and is already quoted by Sankaracarya in his com- 
mentary on the Brahma-Sutra®?; the Gajga Lahari, hymn to the river 
Ganga, written by Ganganatha in the XVII Cent. A.D.; Kasi T attva 
Bhaskara, Kafiyatra and similar books which give small but intere- 
sting pieces of information about the town and its places, For the 
Varanasi of the XII Cent. A.D. we have also Damodara’s Uktivyakti 
Prakaraya and for the city in XVII Cent.A.D. we have the Girvayapada- 
maiiiari and the Girvavarnmaiijar? of Varadaraja and Dhundiraja resp- 
ectively, besides the short accounts of F. Bernier, and J. B. Taver- 
nier. For the IVth and VIIth centuries we have the descriptions of 
the two Buddhist pilgrims Fu-Hien and Hiuen-Tsang respectively. 

Finally for the evolution of the urban habitat and the cultural 
landscape of the last three centuries we can take help from the 
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reports and studies of the District Gazetteers and of some scholars, 
who have written books on Kasi or Varanasi. 


b. The History 
I. From the Beginning to the Buddha (till V Cent. B.C.) 


The excavations at Rajghat take us back to the IK century 
B.C.; from that time the presence and impact of Kasi-Varanasi in 
history is well documented both in the archaeological and in the 
literary sources. For dates previous to that epoch we have to be 
more careful and suspicious, because for them we possess only a few 
literary references which are not datable with indisputable certainty. 
The Satapatha Bráhmana—whose date is normally accepted to be 
between I200 and 800 B.C.—seems to confirm the existence of 
Varanasi in that period. But it is apparently impossible to go farther 
back as both Atharva Veda V. 22.I4 of the Pippalada version and 
the puranic genealogies of kings going back to remote times create 
problems rather than giving support to the real existence of 
Varanasi. The Puranas anyway have many things to say about 
Varanasi under the lunar dynasty and if we can not accept them 
without a serious critical attitude, nor can we dismiss them as 
totally artificial or concocted. They insist on talking of Divodasa 
who is the only great figure in the history of Varanasi, with the ex- 
ception of the Gahadavalas in the XII Cent. A.D. and a few kings 
of the modern Kasirajya from the XVIII Cent. A.D. The 
story of Divodasa has different versions in the Puranas, of which the 
simplest is available in Brahma Purana ll .40-54. It quotes a tradi- 
tional £loka referring to Divodasa by that showing that the story of 
Divodasa was current in some circles before this floka was included 
in the Brahma Purana. According to the story, a Divodasa, king of 
Varanasi, had to leave his town because of a curse pronounced by a 
certain Nikumbha. He established then another capital on the 
bank of the Gomati rivers. The abandoned city was occupied by 
Ksemaka, a raksasa and by the Haihaiya king Bhadrasrenya. The 
Kasis and the Haihaiyas fought long over Varanasi and the latter 
were victorious for some time. Only a few generations later, Alarka, 
a discendant of Divodasa, defeated the raksasa and conquered the : 
town. The story as narrated by the Brahma Purana reflects both 
the religious and the political aspects of the tensions and fighting; 
the Harivaméa, the Vayu and the Brahmanda Puranas give 
instead prominence to the religious causes. From these texts it 
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appears that Divodása is at the centre of a radical trans- 
formation of the town both in its political and in its 
religious aspects. The time of his life and the details of his deeds 
are shrouded in darkness. His story, however, gives a glimpse 
into the cultural and religious history of Varanasi, namely into 
the traditional cult of Yaksas, whose offshoots are still recognizable 
in many a popular cult to the trees and the ‘virs’ of nowadays and 
constitute a great suggestion to the tradition of another Kasi on 
the Gomati's river banks: a tradition which is mentioned also in 
Mahabharata Bhisma Parva 0.40. The Kasi Khanda (95-96) and 
other Puranas speak also of Vyasa at Varanasi. 

The Mahabharata, partly contemporaneous and partly 
antecedent to the Puranas mentions a king of Kasi, an ally of the 
Pandavas, during the Great War. On theother hand, the Bhigavata 
and the Visnu Purdnas®4, referring to a story preceding the 
Mahabharata war, narrate an episode of enmity between a king of 
Kasi and Krsna which resulted in the burning of the town byKrsna’s 
disc. All this seems to imply again a touch of cultural and religious 
history and may reflect a time when Krsna- was becoming a power- 
ful figure in Northern India. To draw from this information any 
fixed historical conclusion seems, however, rather hazardous. 


The Jatakas, which can be accepted as a good witness to the 
importance of Varanasi before the Buddha and are older than the 
present Puranas and Mahabharata, describe the town as one of the 
sixteen Janapadas or kingdoms. It apparently became very large and 
rich in merchants. It conquered the kingdom of Videha in Mithila 
(Bihar), but it was later taken under Kosala. The town was surely 
very famous as a place of retreat and as a centre of learning at the 
time of the Buddha and the Upanisads. A tradition speaks of the 
Tirthahkara Parsvanatha, as a citizen of Varanasi in the VIII Cent. 
B.C., and of Mahavira Coming several times to Varanasi in the VI 
Cent. B.C.55, Brahmadatta, the king constantly mentioned in the 
Jatakas as reigning in Varanasi during the different births of the 
Buddha, was probably not a single king but rather the name of 
 avaba which reigned in Varanasi in the centuries before the 
Buddha, But Varanasi in this period is less famous for its political 
strength-always precarious throughout its history—or for its reli- 
gious importance than for its trade and commercial activities. 
Kasi's fabric, called Kaéikuttama and Kasiya, were made, cotton 
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was cultivated and cloth, silk, perfumes, wood and ivory articles 
were abundantly produced. Kasika sandal was well-known. Differ- 
ent roads, among which the famous ‘Uttarapath’, put Varanasi in 
contact with Sravasti, Taxilà, Rajgrha and with the sea.99 These 
pieces of information are gathered mainly from the Jatakas, so they 
are not to be taken as fully free from doubt, yet they are enough to 
show that Varanasi was greatly famous as a trading centre. 

II. From ihe Buddha to the Gahadavalas (V. Cent. B. C.-XII Cent. A.D.) 


Varanasi becomes unmistakably an important centre at the 
time of the Buddha. The first. disciples and later many other Budd- 
ist monks made Sarnath their place of meditation for attaining 
Nirvana. From the history of the neighbouring states, Magadha 
and Kosala, and from the archaeological finds at Rajghat we can 
follow the course of events at Varanasi. At the end of the Vth and 
beginning of the IV Cent, B. C. Nagadasaka’s minister, Sisunaga, 
begins a vasa and puts his son at Varanasi. The short dynasty ends 
with the rise of the Nandas, who captured power from the Brahma- 
nas and the Ksatriyas for more popular and lower caste people. 
This change naturally also influenced Varanasi as wellas the 
Buddhist, Jaina and Hindu currents which become stronger. Among 
the great Mauryas who immediately followed the Nandas in the 
rule over: Varanasi, Asoka made a dharmayaira to Sarnath and 
had stfpas built or offered as votive presents. Rajghat and Sarnath 
are rich in remains of this epoch and show that the city was very 
active.Among the remains of this period particularly interesting are 
some small ring-stones (chakki) on which a goddess is prominently 
depicted. These figurines, which became more numerous a century 
later under the Sungas, undoubtedly show an interest of the people 
in a popular cult well spread in the whole country and remind us 
that originally Varanasi was not a Vedic centre and such it must 
have remained for a long time. 


After the Mauryas little is known of Varanasi for at least two 
centuries. Patafijali depicts Varanasi as the victorious : ‘Jitvari’ and 
asa place of merchants while the unearthing of Indo-Greek coins 
and seals at Rajghat prove that the Greeks stopped and did 
their shopping at Varanasi while on their way to Pataliputra against 

the Sunga king, Pusyamitra. 

During the first century B. C. Varanasi was under the control of 
Kausambi and in the Ist, Century A.D. it came under suzerainty of 
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the Kusanas. Two inscriptions of the time of Kaniska and the 
Mahamayiri text of the third century prove the persistence of 
Buddhism on oneside and of the yaksu religion on the other. It is 
in this period that Saivism, already existent in Varanasi but closely 
associated only with tapas and asceticism, gets relevance as a popular 
religion. The Mahabharata does not give particular prominence to 
Varanasi. The town had not yet become apparently the prominent 
tirtha so famous in the following centuries. The Varanasi of the 
Kusana as well as of the Gupta period is very rich in artistic finds 
which reproduce mostly Bodhisattvas, yaksas and nagas. 


The Gupta period was for Varanasi as for the rest or the terri- 

tories under the great empire, an epoch of Hindu revival after cen- 
tories of Buddhism. “It was a time of great religious vitality and 
the blossoming of creativity, both literary and artistic’’®". Vaisnava 
bhakti gained popularity as proved by the finds at Rajghat, while 
at the same time Buddhism continued to flourish, assuming the Tan- 
trayama tradition, as the Taras in this period at Sarr ath seem to 
attest. The Yaksadharma apparently lost ground, while evidence of 
other cults, suchas the cults of Skanda and Sürya begins to appear. But 
it is the Saivadharma that becomes predominant and the first puranic 
mahaimyas of Vayu and Matsya Puranas speak of the greatness 
of Avimukta. Varanasi finally evolves as a great tirtha where hundreds 
of Siva lijgas are established, the gha#s increase in importance, 
among which perhaps Manikarnika begin to become predominant??. 
But contemporaneously Varanasi continues in its century-old tradition 
of trade, banking, commerce: the imperial unity’ of the Gupta 
could not but favour this aspect of the life of Varanasi. As a centre 
of teaching, where the caturvidya and the Samaveda in particular are 
studied, Varanasi became more and more important; it did not take 
much time for the holy city to overtake all the great centres, like 
Taxilà and Nalanda, which had preceded it in time. 

The early medieval period sees Varanasi passing from one 
ruler to an other: first it is under the Maukharis of Kanauj for 
almost two centuries, then it falls into the hands of Lalitaditya, king 
of Kashmir as it appears from the Rajatarahgint and the coins at 
Rajghat. Subsequently it came under the jurisdiction of the 
Gurjara Pratihara kings and finally in the early eleventh century 
under Gangeyadeva. It was in this period that in 033 A. D. for 
the first time a group of Turkish-Muslims led by Nialtagin looted 
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for only a few hours the holy city. This medieval period sees the 
progress of Varanasi as a great tirtha and an important centre. The 
Kuttanimatam of Dàmodara Gupta gives already a hint to this 
greatness, The description of Hiuen-Tsang of Varanasi ‘full of 
trees and streams, impressive for the beauty as wellas its religious 
and intellectual life', where most of the Hindus worship Mahesvara 
Deva, depicts a town in its full blossoming. The inscription of 
Pantha of the eight century mentions again Avimukta and speaks 
of Candra doing his tapas here, of the goddess Bhavani (Candi) and 
tantricism, Saivism was now coloured by the rise of the Saktas, 
and Buddhism became full of Bodhisattvas and goddesses (tantric). 
Ascetics and pilgrims poured into the holy city in great numbers. 
Scholars and philosophers went to check their doctrines with the 
Pandits and saints of the sacred city. The Adi Sankaracarya also 
came here and according to some he might have here composed his 
commentary to the Brahma Sütras. The puraya mahatmyas of this 
period become more extensive and reflect the active religious and 
cultural life of the town where temples were continuously consecre- 
ted, ponds and images offered to the deity. 


III. From the Gahadavalas tothe British Rajya ( XII-XVIII 
A.D) > 


The Gāhadavālas gave to Varanasi a short but glorious period 
of political predominance as well. The first king, Candradeva®®, at 
the end of eleventh century, claimed “inter alia” to be protector of 
Varanasi and here most probably he put his capital although 
Kanauj was also an administrative centre, Unfortunately at 
Rajghat the layer of the Gahadavalas’ period was almost comple- 
tely destroyed before the excavations of the Archaeological Dept. 
started and so an accurate work on this layer is impossible. The 
greatest of the Gahadavalas, Govindacandra, ruled for over forty 
years in the early twelfth century and resided on the Rajhat 
plateau. His minister Laksmidhara fixed the rules of dharmafastra 
in the first JVibandha that has come down to us, the Kriyakalpataru. 
Krsna Misra composed his Prabodhacandraya to help improve 
the morals of the habitants and Damodara wrote his Uktivyakti 
Prakarana in which he gives many interesting hints about cultural, 
religious and daily life of Varanasi of this epoch. Under the 
Gahadavalas the king had unlimited power and imposed many 
heavy taxes on his subjects. More and more Varanasi became a 
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centre for learning Vedas, Grammar and Philosophy while its 
language assumed more importance and a more specific shape 
as it appears from Damodara’s Utkivyakti Prakarana. The descrip- 
tion of the town as found in the works of this period depicts it 
ina way not very different from its present situation: good 
houses, women cookingrice, piri, vegetables, khicadi, grhasthas doing 
everything, veneration of cows, many children, servants, amuse- 
ments in great quantity, a little more of un touchability and a great 
deal of business. Religiously the town is solidly anchored to the 
Savadharma but kings are very generous also towards the Vaisnava 
temples and Govindacandra was surely a Vaisnava. Tantricism 
was also in full flower and Buddhism was influenced by the Vajra- 
yana. The Tiérthavivecanakanda of the Kriyakalpataru, and most 
probably the Kati Khayda attached to in the Skanda Purana, depict 
a town full of temples, tirthas, liigas, religiously very active, a 
centre for many pilgrims, and at the apogee of its greatness. 

This glorious period ended tragically when in 94 Jayacandra 
went to meet Muhammed Ghauri’s general Qutb-ud-din Aibak in 
battle. He was defeated and beheaded. The Turkish-Afghan 
Muslim forces arrived and destroyed nearly a thousand temples. 
The political splendour of Varanasi waned; for almost seven hun- 
dred years the holy city remained under Muslim rule until it came 
into British hands. But its religious power did not diminish, it 
rather increased, as Varanasi became in the hearts and minds of 
every Hindu the ideal centre of orthodoxy and holiness, 


The history of the Muslim centuries is complicated. Not all 
the Muslim dynasties were uncompromising with the Hindus and 
so Varanasi witnessed moments of complete religious freedom as 
well as destruction of hundreds of temples at a time. 


During the Delhi Sultanate Varanasi had become simply a 
district capital under the larger province of Jaunpur. In the I230s 
the Viévesvara temple was destroyed and onits sitea mosque was 
built. 

During the Tughlaq reign in the I300s the town was partly 
destroyed by Feroze Shah T ughlaq, and again many temples were 
demolished when Varanasi came under the control of the Sharki 
rulers of Jaunpur in !400s. During the moments of calm, temples. 
and [ijgas were rebuilt by the Hindus but they were again destroyed 
by the next wave of invaders. 
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The Lodis who seized power from the Sharkis continued the 
work of destruction of the previous dynasties and once again the 
Visvesvara temple was destroyed. 


A great sigh of relief was surely heaved in the l5005 when 
Akbar granted more religious freedom. The Rajputs Man Singh and 
Todarmal entered the imperial service and rebuilt ghafs and tem- 
ples. The Visvesvara was rebuilt under the supervision of Narayana 
Bhatta, the Wibandhakara. But Akbar’s successors, Shah Jahan and 
Aurangzeb, once again returned to an uncompromising policy and 
once again thousands of temples were demolished—in L669 the 
temple of Visvanatha, which had replaced the Visvesvara, was also 
destroyed—and an attempt was even made to re-name the town as 
Muhammadabad, The beautiful town of the twelfth century had 
disappeared. It was to rebuilt slowly under the Marathas in the 
following centuries. And yet despite the repeated waves of destru- 
ction Varanasi kept burning the light of its intellectual and religi- 
ous life. The Kafi Rahasya, the Kasi Kedara Mahatmya were compo- 
sed in this period, as well as the Tristhaliselu, T arkasaigraha, Siddh- 
anta Kaumudi, Gaiga Lahar? of Jagannatha, the translation in Persian 
ofthe Upanisads by Dàra Shikoh. The bhakli movement went on 
gaining strength and Varanasi, although remaining a stronghold of 
conservatorism and orthodoxy, gave shelter to Ramananda, Kabir, 
Raidas, Tulsidas, Caittanya and Guru Nanak. Even in religious 
changes Váranasi remained a centre of attraction for the greatest 
leaders, The descriptions of Bernier and Tavernier, between l660 
andl665 and the Girvanapadamaiijari and Girvdnavahmadjari 
written by Varadaraja and Dhundiraja respectively give a vivid 
picture of the town under the Muslims in XVII A.D. and reflect 
the blissful unconcern of the pandits for all the political and social 
events. 


IV. The British period and the Kasirajya (From XVIII 

Cent. A. D.) 

The XVIII Century A. D. saw the decline and shattering of 
the Moghul Empire. Parallel was a revival of Hindu traditions. 
Varanasi fell under the influence of the Marathas (l734-785). The 
Peshwas began to build ghafs and increase their influence on the 
town to which they had flown already since the time of Akbar. They 
tried to dominate the Tristhali, namely the three higly sacred 
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areas of Gaya, Kasi and Prayaga, but they had to cede them to the 
British a short time later. 


The Sikhs also had their hands on Varanasi for a time and built 
Gurudvaras, But the greatest event of XVIII Century A.D. was the 
rising of the present Kasirajya. With the decline of the government 
in Delhi, Varanasi first came under the rule of the Nawabs of Oudh 
in 722 and later became the seat of Mansa Ram, the founder of the 
present Kaéirajya, which he gained cleverly in 725. Balvant Singh, 
his successor, established an independent state, which for about 
forty years remained the centre of attention and a source of trouble 
for the rising East India Company. The tension between the two 
powers reached its acme when exactly two centuries ago, in !78], 
Chet Singh, Balvant Singh's son from his Rajput wife, who had 
usurped the throne, put Lord Warren Hastings in serious danger. 
The action was not continued and Chet Singh was not supported by 
other Rajas, but Varanasi, which later did not create any big 
problem for the East India Company, even in I857, was for a mo- 
ment on the point of breaking with the increasing power of the 
foreign Company. In 775 Varanasi was ceded to the East India 
Company by the Nawab of Oudh and in I794 was brought directly 
under the administration of the Company, 


With this revival the town began to flourish again. The 
present Visvanatha temple was built in 777 by Rani Ahilya Bai of 
Indore who built many other temples here. The urban area of the 
city continued to develop along the river southward and westward, 
mesonry bridges were built on the Ganga and the Varna river, many 
ponds like Benya, Maidagin and Macchodari and the Godoulia Nala 
were drained and replaced by parks or streets, while many houses 
were demolished to widen the roads in the centre of the city. Slowly 
the town came to have its present shape. 

Althrough the British Empire, Varanasi kept alive its tradi- 
tional love for culture, trade and religious festivals; Maharaja 
Isvari Prasad Narain Singh (835-889 A. D.), the top representa- 
tive of Varanasi culture in his times, was a patron of fine arts and a 
great lover and connoisseur of music and poetry. From different 
corners of India and of the world people came to Varanasi anda 
number of educational institutions were patronized by the Govern- 
ment, Ramakrishna Mission, Theosophical Society, Arya Samaj, 

and great men like Madan Mohan Malaviya, Udai Pratap Singh, 
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Bhartendu Harischandra, Sheo Prasad Gupta helped increasing 
the importance of the city. In I79l the Sanskrit College was 
founded, in 893 the Nagari Pracharini Sabha was started, in l9 6 
the Banaras Hindu University was founded by Madan Mohan 
Malaviya incorporating the previous Hindu College founded by 
Annie Besant in 897. In :920 Mahatma Gandhi opened the Kasi 
Vidyapith. Varanasi as in previous centuries, remained the centre 
of bankers, traders and nobility from different parts of India, 


After Independence no substantial change took place in the 
city, which has always been able to remain at the top of the 
world without overpowering its neighbours through political 
devices. Its tradition of freedom and love for learning and 
culture has been kept alive for centuries and is still its greatest 
distinction. 
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3. THE VARANASI OF THE PUR ANAS? 

Varanasi or Kaslis highly praised and exalted in the puránic 
literature. 

For the Puranas, Kasi is a microcosm of the whole universe. 
Here the eight directioris?? as well as the lords of the planets, sun 
and moon?! had their origin or came to live. Here all the gods 
are said to inhabit because they are captivated by the charm of 
the city®? ; the sixty-four yoginis, the nine Saktis and Durgas,, eight 
Bhairavas, Brahma??, Visnu?* and naturally Siva, personally and 
through thousands of lingas?5 ; all around the town in seven conce- 
ntric circles are disposed 56 Ganesas or Vighnesas along the eight 
directions to remove obstacles®®, while Siva's fearful gauas are 
disposed along the entire route of the PagZcakrof? Road to guard 
the city and deny entry to any sinners, 

Kasi is also considered as a microcosm of the whole of India’s 
sacred geography by the Puranas. All the tirihas are said to be 
present in Kasi and Kasi is said to be present at other tirthas in 
India : 


तीर्थानि सर्वाणि पुरीश्च सर्वास्तथा निवस्याऽयतनानि षष्टिः | 
CHE नदाः सरसः सागराश्च देवाः समेता मुनयश्च सर्व ॥54॥ 
वसन्ति काश्यां स्त्रविमुक्तिकामाः कामारिसम्भ्राप्तमहत्प्रभावाः | 
दृष्टा हि काशीं रमते मनो न तीर्थेषु चान्येषु सदेव तेषास्‌ iss 


Nilakantha Sarasvati in his zika to the Kasi Rahasya explains : 
स्थूलरूपेण पृथक्‌ स्थिता अपि सूक्ष्मरूपेण काञ्यामपि स्थिता इति | 


Of the seven towns said to bestow moksa, the other six would only 
cause one to reach Kai. ?9 

Kasiis not only a concentrated space, it is also a fullness of 
time for the Puranas; here it is always Kria Yuga : 


सदा कृतयुगं चात्र महापवं सदाःत्र वे ।१० 
In Kasi time is at a standstill, so whatever is done here is 
particularly holy and bestows more merit than in any other place : 


Thi Pn ares 
* This point is based on Diana L, Eck, Banaras : the City of Light, 
cf. Bibliography. 
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मासोपवासादन्यत्र यत्फलं समुपाज्यते। 
श्रद्वयेकोपवासेन denm स्यादसँशयस्‌ ॥? ९९ 


“Here sleep is yoga, going about the town is sacrifice, eating 
whatever one pleases is the great nivedya food offering to the gods. 
One's play is a holy act of charity. Everyday conversation is the 
repetition of God's name. And lying in one’s bed is prostration,”!*! 


Everything is transformed and transfigured in Kasi, in the 
puranic vision, because everything is done in a religious context.2°2 
Kasi, therefore, is Brahman?°8, is the inner ‘place’, deep within 
ourselves!?4, at the centre of space and time; it is the supreme 
wisdom, the meeting place of heaven and the beyond!95, where 
one realises oneself, Everybody desires to come to Varanasi and 


remain for ever (Kafivasa) because to die here means to achieve 
muktilOT, 


FOOTNOTES 
l. P. V. Kane, History of Dharmafatra, Poona, Vol. IV., 953, 
p. 6l8. ; 
2. Diana L. Eck, Banaras: the City of Light, Thesis, 976, 
p. 6. 


3, आतन्दकाननमिति प्रवदम्ति देवा धर्माख्यकाननमिति प्रवदन्ति विप्राः | 


अथार्थकाननमिति प्रवदन्ति लोकाः कामारिकाननमिति प्रतिकृतकामाः ॥ 
4. For her book and for those of the following authors see 
Bibliography. 
5. See a discussion on this problem in K.N. Sukul, Varanasi 
Down the ages, Varanasi, 974, pp. | ff. 
6. TV p.3l. 
7. TV p. lS; Sk. IV. 26. 3]. 
8. According to Pd. V. 4.92 ‘Varuna’, 
9. K.I. 29.62; Pd I. 33.49. 
I0, N. II. 48.]9; Mt. ]82.62; 83.40 etc. 
ll. According to Mt. 82.62 and 84.40 ‘Suklanadi’, 
l2. Mt. ]83.73; see also Tirthacintamani pp. 35l-52, 367. 
I3.  Bhisma Parva 9.3]; VI. 0.30, 
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For the problem of the vedic river Varanavati identified 
with the Varanasi on which Kasi would have been 
situated see Cambridge History of India, vol. I, p. lI7. 
This opinion agreed by P.V. Kane, History of Dharmafastra, 
Poona, vol. IV, p. 6l9 is contradicted by K.N. Sukul, 
Varanasi Down the Ages, Varanasi, ]974. 

Vm. 3.26-30. 

Sk. IV. 30.69. 

Nasi in place of Asi is available also in A. 2.6cd. 

Sk. IV. 5.25-26. 

Brd. Up. II. I.I.; KaU IV.  —For the Satapatha Brahm- 
ana and the Atharva Veda see below, p. L5. 

Vart. 4. on Pan. IV. l.54. 
Sk. VI. 22.84-85. 

०. 377. 

KR. 3.9. 

Indian Historical Tradition, London, 920. 

cf. Diana L. Eck, Banaras: the City of Light, Thesis, 
vol. I.p. 47. 

Mt. 79.54; L, 92.45 ef.-46 ab; 92.04; K, I. 29.56. 


Sk. IV. 26.27; S. II. .6.30. 

Sk. IV. 39.73. 

Sk. IV. 39.76 cf. also 77. 

cf. also K. I. 29.55-60. 

S. IV. 22.2]. 

L. 92.43. 

K. I. 29.48 cd. 

KR. 6.34 cd. 

Sk. IV. 26.34. 

Tika to KR. 6.40. 

KR. 3.344 
KR. 2.28; 3.33 
KR. 3.38 
Sk. IV. 26. 37; Mt. 80.24-44; L. I, 92. 
KR. 4.39 (trans, of Diana L. Eck.) 
Sk. IV. 52.29-2] 
Sk, 52.22ab 


. KR. 6.39-40. 


KR. 3.37-38; cf. Sk. IV. 3.75, 78 


CC-0.Panini Kanya Maha Vidyalaya Collection. 


46. 
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48. 
4 9 a 


50, 


5]. 
52. 
53. 


54. 
55. 


56. 


57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
6l. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 


68. 
69. 
70. 
7l. 
72. 
73. 
74. 
75. 
76. 


77. 
78. 
79. 
80, 
8l. 
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KR. 7.2lcd. 

Sk. IV. 55.34. 

Sk, IV. 30.00. 

KR. 4.4. 

cf. Sk, IV. 96.I03f; IV. 64.47; TS p. 308; L. I. 92.39cd. 
Sk. IV. 53.96. 

Mt. I79.74cd; L. I. 92.43 etc. 

DBhg. III. 24.ll; KK. 3.2], 36; A. 2.7; K. I. 29.47; 
Sk. IV. 64.49. 

K. I. 28.6l. 

N. II. 48.5, 54 etc. 

TS. p. 84. 


.N. 48.II. 


KR. l4.64a. 
6.50. 
KR. 6.4]. 
Sk. II. 2.2.2]-40. 
cf. Diana L. Eck, of. cit., I, 469. 
S. IV. 23.l6cd; Mt. 79.74; KR. 25.95 etc. 
DBhg. VII. 24.3-24. 
Sk. IV. 32.3; S. IV. 23.46. 
Pd. VI. 235.38; cf. Mt. 80.28; Š. IV. 23.5]. 
S. IV. 23.5 cf. Nirvananagari and Moksalaksmi, Sk. IV. 
64.49, 50. 
Sk. IV. 30.04. 
Pd. VI. 206.69. 
Sv. p. 374. 
DBhg. VII. 30.55. 
Mahabhasya IV. 3.72, quoted in Sukul, op. cit., p. ]9. 
Sabdakalpadruma, s. v. Varanasi. 
S. IV, 23.]; Pd. IT, 4.2. 
Sukul, op. cit., p. 8. 
cf. KR., Setubandhatika on 8.68 which quotes Sk., Nagara 
Khanda. 
cf, Exc., p. l9. 
cf. Exc., p. 9. 
Exc. p. l7. 
ib. p. 80. 
cf. B. .40-54 
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83. 
84. 


85. 


86. 


87. 


88. 
8 9 . 


90. 
9l. 
92. 
93. 
9E 
95. 
96. 


97. 
98. 


99. 
00. 


0]. 


02. 
03. 


04. 


05. 


06. 


07. 


( 28 ) 
cf. I.2.3 : 
Cf. the two Kasis in Mbh., Bhisma Parva I0.40 
X. 66 and V. 34 respectively. For references to the Mbh 
see Motichandra, specially pp. 24-26. 
See Motichandra 38 who refers to  Kalpaütra 6. 
49-69. 
See Motichandra, Kas? ka 27765, Bombay, 962, pp. 
48-49. 
Diana L. Eck, of. cit., p. Il4. 
Motichandra, op. cit., p. 95. 
But see Motichandra, of. cit., p. 9. 
KK. 0-3. 
Sk. IV. 74-8; 46-5. 
Sk. IV. 39-64. 
Sk. IV. 52. 
Sk. IV. 26. 
Sk. IV. 69, 73, 97. 
Sk. IV. 57.58 ff. 
KR. 3,54-55. 
KKh. 
Sk. IV. 22.86 ab. 
Sk. IV. 39.3. 
Quoted in Diana L. Eck., Kasi, City and Symbol, 
Purayam (Varanasi), vol. XX, No. 2 (July, I978), p. 90. . 
Sk. 22.88. 
KR. 7.65. 
KR. 2.28. 
Cf. Puranam, of. cit., p. 86, 
KR. 2.3]. 
KR. 25.95. 
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Appendices 
MAJOR HISTORICAL EVENTS AT VARANASI* 


— Suparsvanatha, the 7th Jain Tirthankar, was born in Kasi, 
9th Century B. C. —Date of the Ist layer of the Excavations at Raj- 
ghat (Kasi) 
8th Century B. C. —Parasvanatha, the 23rd Tirthankara, was born 
in Kasi 
6th Century B. C. —The first preaching of the Buddha at Sarnath. 
7th to Ist Centuries Annexion of Kasi to Kosala, Magadha, 
B.C. —Kausambi. Nanda rule. Kusana rule. 
240 B. C. —Emperor Asoka visited Kasi. 
4th Century A. D. —Gupta rule. 
5th Century A. D. —Fa-Hien visited Kasi. 
490 A D. — Building of Visvesvara temple (perhaps for the 
first time 
6th Century A. D. —Jangambari majla, the chief matha of Virasai- 
vism was established. 
7th Century A, D. —Hiuen-Tsang visited Kasi. 
8th Century A. D. —Sankaracarya stayed in Kasi and composed 
the Brahmasütra Bhasya. Perhaps he visited 
the city twice. 
— Rule of the Palas. 
9th Century A. D. —The rule of the Pratiharas. 
l0th Century A.D. —The rule of the Chedis. 
03 A. D. —Ahmad Nialtagin plundered the city and 
; demolished temples. 
l2th Century A. D.—Rule of the Gahadavalas—Ramanuja visited 
Kasi. 
l94 A, D. —Qutb-ud-din-Aibak demolished the Vis veévara 
]3th Century A. D.—Ala-ud-din Khilsi demolished one thousand 
Hindu temples. 
294 A. D. —Sant Jňāneśvara visited Kasi. 
l3-l4th Century —Ràmananda settled in Kasi, lived and taught 
A. D. on the Paficagahga ghat, founded a sub-divisi- 
on of Vaisnavism. 


*Taken from : Vidyarthi, L: P., Makhan Jha, B. N. Saraswati, 
The Sacred Complex of Kashi, see Bibliography. Some slight 
changes have been introduced, 
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]5th Century A. D.—Raidas became the disciple of Ramananda. 
Sharqui's rule. Lodi* s and Suri's possession 


440 A. D. —Kabir was bornnear Lahartara tank (Varanasi) 
469-539 A.D. —Guru Nanak visited the city and had fastrartha 
with the paydits of Kasi. 


I478-530 A.D. —Vallabhacarya settled here in the later part 
of his life and died in Kasi. 

485-]533 A, D. —Caitanya lived here for many years. 

494 A. D. —Sikandar Lodi invaded the city and demoli- 
shed one thousand temples. 

I532-623 A. D. —Tulsidés composed the Ramacaritamanas 
between ]574 and ]584 and died here in 


623 A. D. - 

567 A. D. —Akbar defeated Jaichandra, king of Kasi, and 
established a mint. 

575 A. D. —Restoration of the Visvanath temple by 
Todarmal. 

600 A. D. — Construction of Man Mandir gha? and of nearly 
one thousand temples by Raja Man Singh of 
Jaipur. 

I628 A. D. —Renovation of Jiianavapi by Baija Baie, the 


Maharani of Gwalior, 

I7th Century A.D. —Shahjahan demolished several temples, 

I655-656 A.D. Dara Shikoh translated the Upanisads in Persian 
with the help of 50 paydits of Kasi. 

664 A. D. —Battle of Jianavapi between the Daéanami 
Naga Sannyasis and the army of Aurangzeb. 
Shivaji found a refuge with the Brahmanas 
of Kasi on his flight from the imperial court 
of Aurangzeb. 

669 A. D. —Aurangzed demolished the temples of Viáva- 
natha and Veni Madhava and erected mosques 
on those sites. 

697 A. D. —Raja Jai Singh of Jaipur built the observatory 
at Manmandir. 

lth Century A.D.—Guru Tegh Bahadur visited Kasi. 


7722 A. D. — The rule of the Nawab of Oudh. 
725 A. D. — Establishment of Kashiraja. 
I752 A. D. —The building of the fort of Rámnagars 
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773 A. D. 
[77 A. D. 


78] A. D. 
I79I A. D. 


I794 A. D. 
8I0 A.D. 
8I7 A.D. 


839 A.D. 


845 A.D. 
852 A.D. 


I855 A.D. 
857 A.D. 
862 A.D. 
866 A.D. 
868 A.D. 
869 A.D. 
I866-885 A.D. 
872 A.D. 
887 A.D. 


888 A.D. 


89 A.D. 
892 A.D. 
893 A.D. 
897 A.D. 


902 A.D. 
905 A.D. 


I909 A.D. 
I9I6 A.D. 


(3) 


—Warren Hastings! visit to Kasi. , 

—Ahilya Baie, the Maharani of Indore, 
constructed the present golden temple of 
Viévanatha.: 

— Chet Singh escapes from prison. 

— Construction of Manikarnika gha. 

—Foundation of Sanskrit Pathasala. 

— The formation of Municipal Board. 

— Protest against the ghor-chari tax. 

—Mahiaraja Jainarayan Ghosal opened the first 
English school. 

—The Visvanath temple was gilded by Maha- 
raja Ranjit Singh of Punjab. 

—Marwari Hindu Hospital was established. 

—Gorashahi movement. Demolision of barah 
phatak (twelve gates) in Madanpura. 

—Wajid Ali Shah visited Kashi 

—Mutiny. 

—Rail link between Moghulsarai and Varanasi. 

—Organization of the Mahapalika. 

—Sri Ramakrishna Paramahansa visited Kast. 

—Swami Dayanand visited Kasi. 

—Bhartendu Hariscandra lived in Kasi. 

—First Census. 

— Opening of rail-cum-road bridge on the Ganga 
(Düffrin Bridge), which is now known as 
Malaviya Bridge. . 

—Establishment of the Church Missionary 
Society. 

—Ramahalla movement. 

— Water works. 

—Nagari Pracárini Sabha was founded. 

—The Hindu College was founded by Mrs. 
Annie Besant. 

—The Bharata Dharma Mahamandala was esta- 
blished by Swami Jüanananda. 

—Foundation of the Syadvada Mahavidyalaya. 

—Banaras Hindu Society was founded. 

—Foundation of Banaras Hindu University. 
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9]7 A.D. 


9]8 A.D. 
920 A.D. 


I928 A.D. 
934 A.D. 
937 A.D. 
94] A.D. 


942 A.D. 


947 A.D. 


958 A.D. 
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-—Mahatms Gandhi’s first political speech in the 


Banaras Hindu University. 

—First aeroplane was seen. 

— Foundation of Kashi Vidyapith by Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

—-Electrification. 

—Earthquak on I5 January. 

—Opening of Bharata Mata Mandir by Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

—Establishment of Dharma Sangha by Swami 
Karpatri. 

— Quit India mouement. 

—Independence. 

—Conversion of Sanskrit College into Sanskrit 
University, at present known as Sarhpirna- 
nanda Sanskrta Viévavidyalaya. 
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काशिराजवंशावलिः 
ब्रह्मपुराण ब्रह्माण्ड हरिवंश भागवत 
HO ११.३५-५९, मध्यभाग Ho ६७.१-७८ SLANT Fo २९.६-३७ ९ १७.१-९ 
पुरूरवस्‌ पुरूरवस्‌ पुरूरवस्‌ पुरूरवस्‌ 
आयुः आयुः आयुः आयुः 
aaqa (वृद्धशर्मा) क्षत्रवृद्ध aaqa (वृद्धशर्मा) क्षत्रवृद्ध 
सुनहोत्र सुनहोत्र सुनहोत्र सुहोत्रः ` 
काशः काशः काशः कादयः 
काशिपः काशिपः काशयः काशिः 
दीघंतपा: दीघंतपा: दीर्घतपाः राष्ट्र] 
धनुः धन्वः qaa: दोघंतमः 
धन्वन्तरि म. भा, धन्वन्तरिः धन्वन्तरिः धन्वन्तरिः 
केतुमान्‌ केतुमान्‌ केतुमान्‌ केतुमान्‌ 
भीमरथ MATA भीमरथ भीमरथ 
दिवोदास म. भाः दिवोदास दिवोदास दिवोदास 
प्रतर्दन म. भा, प्रतर्दन प्रतर्दन [द्युमान्‌ 
(शत्रु जित्‌ वत्स, 
ऋषध्वज, FASTA) 
वत्स म. भा. वत्स वत्स प्रतदंन 
अलकं म. भा. अलक अलक अलक: 
सन्नति सन्नति सन्नति सन्ततिः 
सुनीथ सुनीथ सुनीथ सुनीथ 
क्षेम क्षेम क्षेम्य x 
केतुमान्‌ म. भा. केतुमान्‌ केतुमान्‌ x 
सुकेतु सुकेतु सुकेतु सुकेतन 
धमंकेतु धमंकेतु धर्मकेतु धमंकेतु 
सत्यकेतु सत्यकेतु सत्यकेतु सत्यकेतु 
विभु विभु fay घृष्टकेतु 
आनर्त्त सुविभुः आत्त x 
सुकुमार सुकुमार सुकुमार ` सुकुमार 
धृष्टकेतु धृष्टकेतु धृष्टकेतु x 
वेणुहोत्र वेणुहोत्र वेणुहोत्र वीतिहोत्र 
भाग गाग्य भग भग 
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वायु. २.३०.१-७४ विष्णु पु. ४.८.२१ TTA 
पुरूरवा: पुरूरवाः 
आयुः आयुः 
miga: कत्रवृद्धः 
सुतहोत्र सुहोत्र 
काशः काशः 
काणि काशेयः 
राष्ट्र राष्ट्र 
दीघंतपाः दीघंतपा 
qui x 
धन्वन्तरिः धन्वन्तरिः 
केतुमान्‌ केतुमान्‌ 
MATA भीमरथ 
दिवोदास दिवोदास 
प्रतईन प्रत (शत्रुजित्‌ वत्स ऋतुध्वज 
स x कुयलयाश्व) 
अलक अलक 
सुनीथ सुनीथ 
न्तु सुकेतु 
धमंकेतु धमंकेतु 
सत्यकेतु सत्यकेतु 
सुविभु सुविभुः 
SENI सुकुमारः 
धृष्ठकेतु धृष्ठकेतु 
ayer वीतिहोत्र 
गाग्यः भागो 
THAT भागंभूमि 
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PLACES OF INTEREST FOR TOURISTS AND 
PILGRIMS | 


l. ANNAPURNA—A temple and a mah built on the site of 
the ancient Bhuvaneávari temple in the XVI Cent, A. D. by the 
Raja of Pune. She is one of the nine Durgas called by the name of 
Mahagauri. Under the name of Bhavani she was the most venerated 
among the female deities in Varanasi. The templeis close to the 
Visvanatha Mandir, right in the centre of the city. 


See: KKh 6.23ff (Bhavani); Havell, 73ff; Sherring 4७, 576; 
Sukul (I974) 88.89; (I977) 87,239F., 334. 


9, ASSI—Assi is a river at the southernmost border of 
Varanasi and delimits its boundaries. In the texts it is sometimes 
called Suskanad? and is one of the Paiicatirthas. According to several 
purinas Varanasi is supposed to have derived its name from 
its situation between the Varuna and the Asi rivers. The Gha# at 
the confluence of the Assi with Ganga was built by the Maharajas 
of Banaras. 

See: KKh 48.07-0; Mt 85.65-66 (Paicatirtha); A II2.6; 
Jab. Up. 2; K. Y. 3.63; KKh 5.25; 30.69-70; Mt 83.62; WII. 48.9; 
50,33; 5.6; Pd I. 33.49; V. 4.9l; TS ]6]; Vm 3.27; 5.50-53; 6.52. 


3. BANARAS HINDU UNIVERSITY : See Universities 


4. BHARATA MATA MANDIR: Although considered a 
temple, it is not dedicated to any deity. It only has a map of India 
(Bharata) engraved on the floor. It was built by Siva Prasad and 
inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi in 937 A. D.. It is situated in 
the premises of the Kasi Vidyapitha, not far from the Cantonment 
Railway Station. 

5. BINDUMADHAVA : It was the most important Visnu 
temple in Varanasi. After its destruction in I669 A, D. its mürtis 
were taken to different places (see list of temples). The Rama 
Mandir which was next to it was spared and is still open to visitors. 

See : KKh 33.48; 60-6l; Mt 85.68; JV IT. 29.6l; Pd VI. 3.48; 
Motichandra 226ff.; 394; Sukul (974) 86-87; (I977) 82-83; 349-350. 


6. DASASVAMEDHA (or Daésavamedhika). It is the central 
Ghat of the town and the most populated. It can be easily 
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approached even by car from the crossing of Godaulia. Its previous 
name was  Rudrasáras According to KKh 52 here Brahma 
himself performed ten afvamedha sacrifices, thence its name. Acco- 
rding to some historians,the Bhürasivas were crowned here, 
and took their ceremonial bath in the Ganga at the end of the 
afvamedha sacrifices. The texts usually assign the merits of ten 
afoamedha sacrifices to those who bathe here. Itis one of the 
Paiicatzrihas, ; 

See : Bd III. 3.45; K IT. 37.26; KER 52.66 ff; Mbh IIT. 83.4:; 
85.87; TS 59, 207. 

Jayaswal, History of India: 50 A. D.-850 A.D., p. 5; Kane - 
(953) 634-635; Sukul (I977) 66. 354. 

7. DHUNDHIRAJA: This is the most important and re- 
nowned among the 56 Vinayakas surrounding and protecting the 
town in seven concentric circles as Ksetra Raksasas. Cf. the list of 
Vinayakas given above. 

see K Ch 57; TS ]98-99. 

Motichandra 85; Sukul (974) 90; (977) 334, 348-349. 


8. DIESEL LOCOMOTIVE WORKS (DLW )—India’s 
Railway system is Asia’s largest and the world’s second largest 
system under one management, with a fleet of about lI,000 locomo- 
tives, 36,8000 coaches, and nearly 400,000 wagons. The Railway 
net work also includes 3 modern Rolling Stock Production Units : 
the Diesel Locomotive Works in Varanasi is one of them. It com- 
menced production in I964 and has produced more than l800 loco- 
motives since then. It has a staff of approximately 7300 people 
and surrounding it is a township covering 480 acres, with 2842 
houses for workers, a hospital, a cinema hall and a recreation centre, 
a sports stadium and play-grounds, an open air theatre, shopping 
centres, schools for nearly 5,000 children etc. Visitors to the plant 
are welcome; previous notice or arrangement is required. 


9. DURGA ( Kunda and Temple ). One of the most popular 
temples. It is in the southern part of the town, At the time of its 
erection by the famous Marathi, Rani Bhavani, in XVIII century 
A. D. the monkeys living in the forest Surrounding the site were 
left undisturbed, thence their great number even at present. For 
this reason foreigners use to call this temple ‘Monkey temple’. It 
is visited especially on Tuesdays and in the two ‘navaratris’. The 
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Durga of this temple is called Küsmánda, known also as Badi 
Durga. 
see : KKR : 72.37-65, 8] ff. 
Motichandra, 405: Sherring 57 ff; Sukut (I977) 86. 

I0. GANDHI INSTITUTE OF STUDIES (Rajghat)—It is a 
recent construction built on the famous ruins of Rajghat at the 
extreme north of the city not far from the Varna river and it is 
just at the beginning of the Malviya Bridge near the Kashi Railway 
Station. 


lI. GANGA: The river Ganga constitutes the main attraction 
of Varanasi and is one of its chief religious centres. People bathe, 
take ablutions and perform their religious duties in the holy river. 
A boat ride at sunrise is an uplifting experience for every visitor. 
Praises of Ganga are found throughout the Puranas. 


see : Kane (953) 585-524. 


I2. JNANAVAPI ( Gyanvapi )—A well situated between 
Visvanatha temple (Golden temple) and the Razia Mosque 
(known also as Aurangzeb or Gyanvapi Mosque). The Puranas 
say that it was created by Siva's iriffla when the God dug for 
water to bathe in. Itis believed that its water increases the 
“jilana”, thence its name, To sprinkle Sivalihgas and to do fraddha or 
pitrtarpaya with the water of this well is particularly meritorious. 
Popular tradition says that the pijari of the Viéveévara temple 
threw himself into this well, along with the Sivalinga, to escape 
profanation from the hands of the Muslim destroyers. The well is 
surrounded by a columnade with forty pillars. It was created by 
Srimant Baiya Bai of Gwalior in ]8]8. The huge Nandi near the 
well is a gift of the Raja of Nepal, while the small temple at its 
Eastern side was built by the Rani of Hyderabad. The Jüanavapi 
is known also as Sivatirtha, Jiianadatirtha and Moksatirtha. 

see: Kith 33-34; 95.29; TS ]48-I50; VM 92-93; Havell 
82; Motichandra I7l; 226; 298f; 304, 35; 40l; Sherring 53 ff; Sukul 
(974) 83; (977) 74-76; 233. 

I3. KALA BHAIRAVA—A temple dedicated to one of the 
8 Bhairavas. He is considered the ‘guardian’ (Kotwal) of the town, 
Veneration of Visvanatha or even living in Kasi does not give any 
merit without worshipping Kala Bhairava. He is entrusted with the 


CC-0.Panini Kanya Maha Vidyalaya Collection. 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


( 38 ) 


preservation of the sanctity of Varanasi by keeping the sinners out 
of the holy place and punishing those who indulge in sins inside 
Varanasi Dharmaksetra. The present temple, not far from the 
Town Hall and the General Post Office at Maidagin, was built in 
825 A. D. 

see: KK 3] (specially from fI 48); 33.]4-]5; 72.93; L I. 
92.32. : 

Sukul (]974) 9; (977) 04-05; 240; 346 5, 

l4. KAPALA MOCANA: It is the site said to be the 
saiigam of the Matsyodari with the Ganga, where the skull fell from 
the hand of the wandering Bhairava Siva. As nowadays this pheno- 
menon of the sahgam does not take place, the tirtha has lost its 
importance. This Gha# was situated between Orhküresvara and 
Rnamocana and Lata Bhairava. People now avoid the area as it is 
inhabited only by muslims although until recently people used to 
make a yatra to Kapalamocana tirtha in the pool near Lata Bhairava. 
A Kapala Mocana Ghat and a temple dedicated to Kapalamoca- 
ne$vara exist near Kasi Railway Station. 

see: KI. 85.5. KK 55; KKh 3.3]-32; 73. 58-59; 97.66; 
TS ]4, 68; Mbh. III. 83; 37 ; Mt. 83 84-03; JV II. 29.38-60; 
Pd. V. 4.85-89; Vm 89.5-4; Vr. 97.24-96; Kane (953) 639; 
Sukul (I974) 99 (977) 7]; 250; 348. 

I5. KAPILA HRADA ( KAPILDHARA ): A pond out- 
. side the Varanasi Kseira. It is situated in the village Kotwa be- 
yond the Varna river. It might be one of the Ghats of the original 
settlement of Kasi, It is situated on the Paiicakrofi road, and the 
Sraddha to the pitrs performed here is considered particularly effica- 
cious. 

see: KN 45-46; KKH 62.44 ff; LI. 92.69-70; Mbh III. 84.78; 
JV. II. 50.46; Pd I. 32.4]; TS 72; Sukul (2977) 70-7] 

l6. KASIVIDYAPITHA : see Universities, 

l7. KEDARA:A temple at Kedara Ghat. It contains one 
of the Svayarhbhu and Jyotir Liigas of Varanasi. It is at present 
ae ne bestconstructed and best maintained temples of Varanasi. 
ADV Is are depicted with white and red strands. It js also called 
Adi-Manikarnika, One of theleading traditional Dandi Swamis, 
Swami Karpatri has his residence, in its neighbourood. The Ghat 
78 also linked with _the name of Kumaraswami math, The Kasi 
Kedara Mahatmya praises itsgreatness, 
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see: Kafikedara Mahatmya; All2.5; KKh 77; L I. 92.7,34; 
K. Y. 35.2: II. 20.34; Moh IIL. 87.25; Mt 8.29; TS I62. 

Havell 2; Motichandra 29; Sherring 47 ff; Sukul (I974) l84; 
(I977) 6I-63. 

]8. LALITÀ GHAT—Not far from Manikarnika Gha?, but 
more southward, this Ghia shelters the Lalita Gauri and the Nepali 
mandir. It was built by the Kings of Nepal. Its name derives from 
Lalita, Raja Mahendra Singh's mother. 


see: Mt 22.l]; N II. 49.4l; Bd cf. III. 5-40. 


I9. LOLARKA KUNDA : It is situated at Bhadaini in the 
southern part of the city, not far from Assi Gha#. Maharaja Govinda 
Candra bathed here and gave the village in which the kunda was 
then situated to the Brahmanas. Itis the most important of the 
twelve Aditya prfhas of Varanasi. The present construction was 
built by the Rani Ahalya Bai, by a Raja of Behar, and by Amrit 
Rao. A great mela takes place on Bhadrapada Sukla Paksa 6th, which 
is based only on fisfacara and apparently on no text. Lolarka, 
according to KKh derives its name from the agitation of the sun on 
seeing Varanasi. 

see : K I. 35.4; KKh 46; Mt I85.68; Pd I. 37.7; Vm 5.58-59 
Kane (953) 634; -Sherring L67-68; Sukul (I974) 92-93; (977) 73; 
I-]22. é 

20. MANDAKINI (MAIDAGIN): Until the last century a 
large pond, much celebrated in the puranas, used to be right in 
the centre of the town, near the Town Hall. At present only a 
small kuyda remains in what is nowadays called Maidagin. 

see : KKh, 86-87 

Sukul (974) 97-98; (I977) 62-63 


9]. MANIKARNIKÀ : This is the most renowned tirtha of 
the town and the most celebrated Ghat in the texts. It was wel- 
known already in the Gupta times and it was the first to be built 
in stone, in I302 A. D. It was very extensive in olden times. At 
present it is divided into two parts, one of which is used for 
cremation purposes. Worth seeing here are also the Cakra Puskarini 
and Visnu’s Carana Paduka. It is one of the Paiicatirthas. 

see : KKh 26; 33-34; 6l; 79; 99; Mt 82.24; 85. 69; N II. 40. 
87; 49.44; Pd VI. 23.44 etc; TS I43. 
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Havell \36f; Kane (I953) 635-636; Motichandra 27; 234; 266; 
29]; 299; 383; 389; 396; 398; Sherring 67 ff; R. V. Singh 5-52; Sukul 
(974) 272-273; (977) 68-70; 238; 353. 

22. MAN MANDIR : It is situated next to Dagasvamedha 
Ghat northwards. The Ghaz? is surmounted by the Man Mandir, 
a palace built by Maharaja Man Singh before I585 A.D. It is the 
oldest building in Varanasi. In ]737 A.D. Sawai Jai Singh built 
an observatory in it, similar to the ones erected in Delhi, Mathura, 
Ujjain and Jaipur. 

Havell 26 ff; Motichandra 25; 383; 392; Sherring 29 ff; Sukul 
(974) 276. 

23. MATSYODARI: Until the last century, it was a big 
lake. During the rainy season its overflow went northwards and 
joined the Varna river. On these occasions when the Ganga was 
heavily flooded, its waters pushed back the Varna waters and 
rushed up to Matsyodari waters near Omkaresvara north of 
Kapalamocana pool. Today Matsyodari (called Machodari) is a 
small eliptical (fish-shaped) park—hence its name—and a pond not 
far from Omkaresvara. In some texts it was regarded as a river 
(cf. KK 27), 


see: KK 59,86-87;I27;; KAN 33.0; 69,]36-] 37;73.55; TS 
I40-I4]; Motichandra 2;]2;77;] 79;384; Sherring ]I4-] l9; Sukul (9 
74) 98-200; (977) 63-65; 246-247; 2950. 

24. OMKARESVARA : A Sivalinga and one of the three cen- 
tres constituting the antargrha of Varanasi, along with Visveévara 
and Kedareévara. Besides Omkareévara, there were four more tem- 
ples dedicated respectively to Akaresvara, Ukaresvara, Makiresvara 
and Bindu. At present the linga is still in its original position (at- 
Adampura) but in a newly built small temple, situated on the top 
of a mound ‘down the western slope of which is situated a big tank, 
the original Kapala mocana tirtha.” The whole area is now inhabi- 
ted by Muslims and practically no Hindu visits it. 

see:R.],32.I-IlI; KK. 57-58: KKh 73-74; L I. 92.87; Pd I.34. 
I4; TS 68; Sukul (I974) 83-84; (977) 50-52;86-9] 

25. PANCAGANGA GHAT: One of the Paiicatirthas. It 
was built in stone for the first time in I580A.D. It is considered 
especially sacred in the month of Kartika. Its name derives from 
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the belief that 5 rivers, namely the Ganga, Yamuna, Sarasvati, 
Kirana and Dhütapapa (KK 59. Ll5) meet here. 


see : KAN 59; TS 5l 


Havell I50-55; Motichandra 394; Sherring I07-]0; Sukul(I974) 
273; (I977) 60-6; 67-68; 26] 


26. PISACAMOCANA: A well-known pond where people 
go to be freed from the power of demons and all kinds of evil 
spirits. It is situated in the western part of the town, not far 
from Lahurabir. The liga of this iirtha carries the name of 
Pisacesvara. 

see : K. I. 33. 2, 3-4; KKh 54; Pd I. 35. 2ff 


Sherring l23ff; Sukul (I977) 272, 336-337 


27. RAJGHAT: Itis at the extreme northern part of the 
city, between the Railway bridge (Malviya bridge) and the Varna 
river. Excavations have Leen executed here as explained above. The 

“ruins can be visited. 


28. RAMNAGAR : A town situated on the right bank of the 
Ganga opposite to Banaras Hindu University. It is renowned for 
its Vyaseévara temple, situated in the countryside which attracts 
thousands of people in the month of Magha ( Jan.-Feb.), and 
especially for being the residence of the Maharaja of Banaras. The 
Palace or Fort right on the bank of the river, where the Maharaja 
resides, was built in 752 A. D. by Balvant Singh. At present the 
Fort contains a museum with a rich collection of arms and ivories 
and a Vyāśeśvara Mandir ( not the same as the above mentioned 
one ). A temple known as Devi Mandir or Meru Mandir, situated 
at some distance from the Fort towards the North-East was com- 
pleted in the last century and is the most beautiful temple of 
Varanasi because of its fine sculptures on the external parts of the 
temple walls. Ramnagar is the birthplace of the former Prime 
Minister of India, Lal Bahadur Shastri, who died in I966 A. D. 
Among the famous festivals of Ramnagar, the Ramlila in the 
month of Aévina is particularly noteworthy; it is a theatrical 
representation of the Ramcaritamanas, lasting for a full month. 


see: Motichandra 2500. ; Sherring I69-73 (Meru temple, Durga 
mandir ) ; 73-I74 (Vedavyasa Mandir); 227 ( Vedavyasa ) ; Suku 
(977) 360. 
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29. SANKATAMOCANA—It is a temple situated between 
tbe Manas Mandir and Lanka at the extreme southern part of the 
city, not far from the Banaras Hindu University. It is a bit set back 
from the main road, being still in a small ancient vang, The main 
miirii in stone depicted in red, represents the Hanuman’s face in 
his capacity of remover of troubles. Opposite to this miri, there is a 
temple of Rama with some rare paintings. The temple is frequented 
especially on Tuesdays and Saturdays. 


see: R. V. Singh 5-6, 


30. SANSKRIT UNIVERSITY ( Sampürnánanda Sanskrit 
Visvavidyalaya ) see Universities. 


3l. SARNATH—Sarnath, the ancient Rsipattana, is the well- 
known place where theBuddha started the turning of the dharmacakra. 
Itis situated at 8 Km from the Cantonment Railway Station to- 
wards the north. Its name is derived from Sarajganatha or Lord of 
the deer, an epithet of Siva under which he is still venerated in an 
ancient templesituated on a mound near the Railway Station of 
the village. Sarnath is worth an accurate visit. Things to be seen 
are the Museum, the Dhamek Stipa, the Mülagandhaküti Vihar (the 
main temple), the Chinese and Tibetan temples and the ruins of 
the ancient Buddhist township. At Sarnath the Tibetan monastery, 
the Mahabodhi Society, the Kasyapa Institute of Tibetan studies, 
a Jain temple, the Chaukhandi sizpa (known also as Sita rasoi 
i, e. Sita’s kitchen) and a Siva temple can also be visited. 


see : RAR 58.7]-79 
“Havell 32-55; V. S. Agrawala, Sarnath, Archaeological Survey 


of India, New Delhi, 980 (3rd Ed.); Kane (953) 64l; Motichandra 
(passim) ; Sherring 230-270; R. V. Singh 264-267. 


32. £ TRILOCANA GHAT—This Ghat and its temple were 
built by Nathu Bala of Pune, The Trilocanesvara liga is one of 
the most important Siva ligas. 


see: K. I. 35.4-5; KKh 33.I2; 75-76; Pd I. 37.7. 
Sukul (977) I60-I6l; Sherring 97-04, 
33. TULSIGHAT—This ghaf isa little north of Assi ghat. 


It preserves the small cave where Goswami Tulsidas composed part 
of his Ramacaritamanas, Here he died in 623 A. D, His padukas 
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are also preserved in this place. The ghz? is very much visited 
by devotees. 

see : R. V. Singh 44 

94. TULSIMANAS MANDIR—It isa very recent temple 
built by Seth Ratan Lal Sureka. It is very near to Durga temple and 
is dedicated to Sita, Rama and Laksmana. On the walls the whole 
Ramacaritamanas (as printed by Kashiraja Trust) is engraved.On 
the first floor there are also mechanically driven gadgets presenting 
scenes taken from the Ramayana and the Puranas. 


See: R. V. Singh l5 ; Sukul (974) 235. 


35. UNIVERSITIES : There are three Universities and seve- 
ral Degree Colleges in Varanasi. 

a. BANARAS HINDU UNIVERSITY (B.H.U.) It was 
established by Madan Mohan Malviya in I97 with the aim of 
combining the study of ancient Indian culture with the modern 
sciences. It is one of the universities that depends directly on the 
Central Government. Beginning with the Hindu College as 
the core institution it has grown into one of the largest universities 
of the world, ‘having several faculties and over one thousand two 
hundred teachers, to educate I4,000 pupils’, Right in the centre 
of the campus there is a big temple, dedicate to Visvanatha, 
which was completed only in I964. The vast land on which the 
University is extended was donated by H. H. Maharaja Sir Prabhu 
Narain Singh, the grand father of present Maharaja. 

b. KASI VIDYAPITHA : It was established by Siva Prasad 
Gupta Bhagavan Das, and others under the inspiration of Mahà- 
tma Gandhi in 92l. It is situated at Sigra not far from the Canton- 
ment Railway Station 


c. SAMPURNANANDA SANSKRIT VISVAVIDYALAYA : Its 
beginning go back to the XVIII century when a Sanskrit 
Pathasala was opened in I79] A. D. The Patha Sala was run by 
donation made by the Maharaja of Banaras under an agreement 
of Govt. with him. At present it imparts teachings in Sanskrit 
according to the traditional system of education, Several colleges 
are affiliated to it, It was called Varanaseya Sarhskrita Visvavidya- 
laya till recently. It is situated in a large compound {near 
Lahurabir. 


see : R. V. Singh 29; 36-38; Sukul (974) 24-8 
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(a) 

36. VARANA (Varna, Barna, Varuna): This river isat the 
North of the town and delimits its borders.See Assi. Its sangam 
with Ganga is one of the Paiicatirthas. 

* see Sukul (I977) 258-260 and above. 

37. VISALAKSI: Itis one of the famous Devi Pithas of 
Varanasi, where Visvanatha is said to rest. Itis the only Devi 
Pitha among the I08 described in the Puranas, which is preserved in 
Varanasi. It is situated near Dharmesvara at Mir Gla. 

see: DBhg VII. 38.27; KKh. 70;79.77; Mt 3.26; Pd. 7. 
7.90; Suku! (L977) 89. 

38, VISVANATHA: It is the most important temple of 
the city, right in the centre. It was destroyed and rebuilt several 
times during the centuries and it changed also its name and place, 
being first known as Viévesvara, Adivigvesvara, Avimukteévara with 
different names in different ages and always in places a little removed 
from the present Visvanatha. The present temple was built in the 
last quarter of the I8th century by Devi 'Ahalyabai Holkar. It was 
guilded in gold by Maharana Ranjit Singh in 839; for this peculia- 
rity it is also known as the Golden Temple. 
see : K. I. 32. 2; II. 4]. 59; RA 37; l09f; KKh 39; 44; 97; 99; N. II. 

5I. 4; Pd I. 34. 0; TS 66 

Kane (I953) 632-633; Motichandra (passim), specially 40];Sherring 

47 ff.; Sukul (I974) 75-83; (977) 30-50; 250-256; 329 ff. 

39 VYASA: see Ramnagar. There is also a Vyasesvara in 
the corner of Visvanatha temple. 
see : KKR 95-96 


CC-0.Panini Kanya Maha Vidyalaya Collection. 


NEP GSP A 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


GHATS* 


Name of the Ghat 
l. Nagwa Ghat 
2. Assi Ghat 
3. Lala Misra (Rewa) Ghat 
4, Tulsi Ghat 
5. Bhadaini Ghat 
6. Janaki Ghat 
7. Akrüra (Anandamayi Ma) 
Ghat 
8. Vatsa Raj (Jain) Ghat 
9. Prabhu Ghat 
I0. Chet Singh Ghat 
lJ. Nirafijani Ghat 
I2. Nirwani Ghat 
l3. Šivala Ghat 
]4. Dandi Ghat 
5. Gulriya Ghat 
I6. Mysore (Karnataka State} 
Ghat 
l7. Hanuman Ghat 
l8. Lalli Ghat 
9. Vijayanagar Ghat 
20. Kedar Ghat 
2l. Chowki Ghat 
29. Narwā Ghat 
23. Someśvara Ghat 
24. Mansarovar Ghat 
25. Narada Ghat 
96. Raja Ghat 
27. Khori Ghat 
98, Sarvesvara Ganga Mahal 
Ghat 
29. Pandey Ghat 


Builder or Present Owner 
Maharaja of Banaras 
Maharaja of Rewá 
Mahant Swami Nath 


Town Administration 


Thakur Asarphi Singh 
Ray Siva Prasad 


Babu Shekhar Chandra 
Nirmala Kumar 

Raja of Banaras 

Raja of Paficakota 
Raja of Banaras 
Lalluji Agrawala 


Raja of Mysore 


Mahant Hariharji 
Maharaja of Banaras 
Raja of Vijayanagar 
Kumaraswami 
Town Administration 
33 
Kumaraswami 
Town Administration 
Dattatreya Swami 
Madhi Rao Peshwa 
Kavindra Narain Singh 
Mathura Pandey 


Babua Pandey 


* This list is taken from R. V. Singh, Varayasi (in Hindi); 


see Bibliography. 
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30. Dhobiya Ghat Kumaraswami 
५. Digpatya Ghat Raja Digpati of Bengal 
32. Chausatti Ghat Raja of Udaipur 
33, Rana Ghat 5 
34. Munshi Ghat Sridhara Munshi 


35. Darbhanga Ghat 

86. Ahilya Bai Ghat 

37. Sitala Ghat 

88. Prayaga Ghat 

39, Dasasvamedha Ghat 

40. Ghodà Ghat 

4]. Rajendra Prasad Ghat 

42. Manmandir Ghat 

43. Tripura Bhairavi (a) Ghat 
44. ” (b) » 


45. » (c) 5» 
46. Mir Ghat 
47. Phita Ghat 
48. Nepali Ghat 
49, Lalita Ghat 
50. Amrohagiri Bauli Ghat 
5l. Jalasai Ghat 
52. Khirki Ghat 
53. Manikarnika Ghat 
54. -Bajirao (Manikarnika) Ghat 
55. Scindhiya Ghat 
56. Samkatha Ghat 
57. Samkhata Ghat 
Ganga Mahal Ghat 


58. Bhormsala Ghat 

59. Naya Ghat 

60. Ganeéa Ghat 

6l. Agniévara Ghat 

62. Mehta Ghat 

63. Ram Ghat 

64, Bala or Mangalagauri Ghat 
65. Paficaganga Ghat 

66, Venimadhava Ghat 


33 

Maharaja Holkar of Indore 
Town Administration 

Rani Patiya 

Town Administration 
Town Administration 

(A part of the previous one) 
Maharaja of Jaipur 
Maharaja of Banaras 
Pt. Mayananda Giri 


Maharaja of Banaras 
Rustam Ali 

Swami Mahesvardnanda 
Nanhi Babu 

King of Nepal 

Babu Kesav Das 

Town Administration 


33 
Holkar, Maharaja of Indore 


33 
Maharaja of Gwalior 
Maharaja of Baroda 


Maharaja of Gwalior 


Maharaja of Nagpur 
Town Administration 
Madho Peshwa 


33 
Town Administration 


» 
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67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
7]. 
72. 
73. 
74. 
75. 
76. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
80. 


8l. 
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Durga Ghat 
Brahma Ghat 
Sitala Ghat 

Lal Ghat 

Gay Ghat 

Bala Bai Ghat 
Trilocana Ghat 
Gola Ghat 
Nandi Ghat 
Pakka Ghat 
Teliya Nala Ghat 
Naya Ghat 
Prahlada Ghat 
Raj Ghat 
Varuna Sangama Ghat 


(47) 
Diwan of Gwalior 


” 
Maharaja of Bundi 
Town Administration 
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IMPORTANT TEMPLES AND MÜRTIS* 
A. VISNUPITHA 


(see KK 6.207-209; TS 
Name of the Temple or Miri 
l. 
2. 


Adi Kesava 
Bhisma Kesava 


Bhrgu Kesava 
Ganga Kesava 


. Jaana Kesava 
. Narada Kesava 


. Nirvana Kesava 

. Prahlada Kesava 

. Tribhisana Kesava 
. Vamana Kesava 


Bindu Madhava 


Jüana Madhava 
Kala Madhava 


Prayaga Madhava 


Samkha Madhava 
Sesa Madhava 
Sveta Madhava 


Vaikuntha Madhava 
Vira Madhava 


l0, 26) 
Place 
Near Varna-Sangama 
In the temple of Vrddhakala, H. No 
K. 52/39 
Near Gola Ghat 
At Lalita Ghat, H.No D. /67. 
At Bhadaini, in the back of Ananda- 
mayi Ma hospital. 
Next to Adikesava 
At Prahlada Ghat—The 
broken. 
Near Lolarka kuyda. 
At Prahlada Ghat 
In the temple of Bandi Devi 
a. Near Adikesava 
9. Near Trilocana 


miürli is 


Above Paficaganga Ghat. 

(There are cther three temples with 
this name in the town.) 

In the temple of Pafica Pandava, 
near Jtanavapi, H. No Ck 28/I0. 

At the back of Katha Haveli, near 
Kala Bhairava, H. No K. 30/4. 


At Dasaévamedha Ghat, H. No D. 
7]. 


In a small math at Sitalaghat. 
In Rajamandir, H. No K. 20|I37 


At Mir Ghat, in front of Hanuman, 
near Viéalàksi. 


At Scindiya Ghat H. No Ck 7]L07. 
On the outer wall of the temple 
Atma Vireévara, where a paja to 
Rahü and Ketu takes place. H. No 
Ck 758. 


* This part is based on Sukul (I977). 
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2l. Atyugra Nrsimha In Gomatha H. No Ck 8/2] 
22. Giri Nrsimha: At Dehli Vinayaka on the Parica- 
krosi road. 
23. Jvalamali Nrsirhha In the village Kotwa across the 
Varna river. 
24, Kharva Nrsirnha At Durga Ghat, H. No. K. 22/52 


29, 


L 


2. 


. Kolahala Nrsimha 
. Laksmi Nrsimha 


. Mahabala Nrsimha 


< Mahabhayahara Nrsimha 


Pracanda Narasimha 


. Vidàra Narasimha 
. Vitanka Narasimha 


. Dharni Varaha 
. Koka Varaha 
. Tamra Varaha 


. Yajtia Varaha 


. Gopi Govinda 


« Nara Narayana 
. Trivikrama 


(Also in the temple of Brahmacarini - 
H. No K. 22/7I) 


Near Gomatha, H. No Ck 8/I89. 

In the temple of Hanuman in Raja 
mandir. 

In the temple of Kāmeśvara, near 
Orhkaresvara, H. No A. 2/9. 

Near Pitamaheévara in Sitala Ghat, 
H. No Ck 7/92. 


At Assi in the temple of Jagannatha, 


At Prahlada Ghat. 

In the temple of Kedaresvara, H. No 
B 6[02 

Near Prayaga Madhava at Daédéva- 
medha, H. No D. 70 

In the temple of Siddhesvari, H. No 
Ck 724. 

Near Nilakantha, in Brahmanala, 
H. No Ck 33/57. 

a. Near Svarlineévara (Ha No All/29 
b. In the temple of Hanuman at 
Mir Ghat 

At Lal Ghat in the temple Gaurisan- 
kara 

At Mehta Ghat 

At the north of Trilocana. 


DEVI PITHAS 

Nava Candi ( see KK. 26-27 ) 

Angareévari Famous with the name of Paficakandi 
Mata at Govabai Kunda in Nabab Gañj, 
H. No. B. 27/20 

Bhadrakali At Madhyamesvara Muhalla, H. No, 
K. 53|I0 


4 
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( 50 ) 
9. Bhisma Candi Re-established as Candi Devi at Sadar 
Bazar. 
4. Citra Ghanta In Candu Nau Gali near Rani Kuan, 
- (seeKK I) H No. Ck 23/4. 
5. Durga At Durga Kunda, well known. 
6. Maha Munda Near Visvakarmesvara, South of Rnamo- 
cana. 
7. Sankari At Kakraha Ghat on the bank of the 
Varna river. 
8. Sikhi Candi | Near Mahalaksmi (called usually Sikhi 
(see KKh १0.70-7]) Kanthi ), H. No D. 52/40. 
II. Durga Pithas ( see KKh 72.82-86 ) 
l. Brahmacdrini Known as Choti Durgaji, at Durga Ghat, 
H. No K, 227. 
9. Candra Ghanta 
(Citra Ghanta ) Near Chowk, H. No Ck. 23/34. 
8. Kalaratri Kali of Kalika Gali. 
4, Katyayani In the temple of Atmaviresvara. 
5. Kismanda ( Badi 
Durgà ) j In the Durgā temple. 
6. Mahagauri 
( Annapūrnā ) Well known, near Visvanatha temple. 
7. Sailaputri At Madhiya Ghat on the Varna river 
( Sailesvari Devi) bank. 
8. Siddhidatri. . 
(Siddhayogesvari 
or Siddhesvari ) H. No. Ck 7(!24. 
III. Gauri Pithas (see KKh 00.68-72; KK 25-27 ) 
l. Bhavani Gauri In ancient times the most famous 


(see KKh I6.I0; 20, devi of Varanasi. At present she is substi- 


I07; 6].30 ff.; 79.76) tuted by Annapürna. Her mūrti isin the 


temple of Rama, next to Annapirna 
temple, between Jagannatha and Kali. 


Jyestha Gauri At Bhüta Bhairava, H. No 63/24. 
(see KKh 63.]4 ) ck: 
Lalita Gauri At Lalita Ghat. 
Mahalaksmi. - At Misir Pokhar. 

(see KKh 70.65-67) 
Mangala Gauri H. No K. 24/34, 

(see KKh 49.86-88) र 
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Parvati Gauri In the temple of Adi Mahadeva, near the 
Parvatiévara linga. 
Santikari Gauri Between Madhiya Ghat and Kakraha 
(see KKh 97 I7. Ghat on the Varna river bank. 
KK. 45 ) 
Saubhagya Gauri In the enclosure of Adi Visvesvara. 
Srngara Gauri In the temple of Visvanatha. 
Trilokasundari On the door of the temple of Pitamahe- 
Gauri vara. 
Virüpaksi Gauri In the Visvanatha temple. 
(see KKh 70.36) 
Visalaksi Gauri (see Near Dharmeávara at Mir Ghat. 


KKh 70.3-4; 79.77) 


l3. Viévabhujà Gauri In the enclosure of Dharmeivara, in the 
. (see TS 22], 225) temple of Divodāseśvara. 
IV. Asta Matrka Pithas ( see KKh 97.45-46; KK II6) 
l. Aindri Unknown at present. It was between 
(see KKh 70.88) — Indresvara and Tarakesvara on Manikar- 
nikà Ghàt. 
2. Brahmi At the north of Brahmesvara, H. No D. 
(see KKh 70.32-33) 33/67. 
3. Camunda In the temple of Arkavinayaka near 
(see KKh 70.88-9]) Lolarka 
4. Carcika Between  Brahmacárini Durga and 
(KKh 97.90; KK 96) Mangala-Gauri, H. No K. 23/72 
5. Mahesvari Near Jfianavapi 
(see KKh 70.30) 
6. Vaisnavi Perhaps she is the Sitala at the north of 
(see 70.34) Rajmandir, It was known as Narayani, 
H. No. K. 20/I9 
7. Varahi Near Dalbhyesvara temple, H. No. 6[84 
(KKh. 70.26) at Manmandir Ghat. : 
8. Vikata In Atmavireévara temple. She is called 
(see 83.37-38; 97. — Katyayani Durga. H. No. Ck 7[59, called 
40.44]; STI56)  Sankathaji. 
V. Yogini Pithas (see KKh 45; TS 249; VM 30]) 


They are 64. Of these: 
—60 are in Chausatthi Ghat in Rana Mahal (At present only 
9 are available) 
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—Of the other 4 : Varahi is at Mir Ghat, H. No. 6/84 
Mayüri at Laksmi Kunda 
Sukika at Daundiyavir 
Kamaksa at Kamaccha. 


VINAYAKAS (see KKh 57; KK I 26) 


Besides the 56 Vinayakas disposed all around the city in 7 
as are the followings : 


Aristamani Vina- In front of Sima Vinayaka on the door of 


yaka Vasistha Vamadeva temple. 

Bhagiratha Vinà- In Lahauri Tola Galt, near Karmeávara, 
yaka south of Manikarnika. 

Bindu Vinayaka In the temple of Bindumadhava. 
Dhundhiraja a. In Dhundhiraja Gali 


(KKh. 57.43) b. In the temple of Rani Bhavani, H.No. 
Ck 35/28. He is ‘Pancamukhi’ 
c. Ina house nearby H. No. Ck. 37/8, 
He is also ‘Paficamukhi.’ 
Hariécandra Vinà- At Sankatha Ghat, H. No. K. 7(65 
yaka ; 
Kapardi Vinayaka At Pisacamocana 
Maharaja Vinayaka A big Ganeéa at H. No K. 58| 0l 
Manda Vinüyaka In H. No D. 52/38, north of Mahalaksmi 
Kunda. 
Mitra Vinayaka In Atmavireivara 
Sena Vinayaka Ina small temple facing Hariéchandra 
Mandapa. 
Sima Vinayaka In a temple with the same name at the 
northern border of Manikarnika. 


D. ADITYA PITHAS (see KKh 64. 44-47) 


Arunaditya In the temple of Trilocana 

Drupadaditya (see Near Viévanatha temple in the area of 
KKh. 49. I5-2I) the Aksayavata, H. No Ck 34/20. 
Gangaditya (see At Lalita Ghat, H. No D. l[67 

KKh. 5. 0, 04) 

Karnaditya (see Between Sitala Ghat and Rajmandir, H. 
KKh. 84.85). No K. 20/47 

Keéavaditya (see In the temple of Adikesaya at Varna- 
KKh. 5], 73-77) Sathgam. 
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.. Khakholkaditya On the door of Kameévara Mahadeva, H. 


(Vinataditya) (see No A. 2/9 

KKh 50. 49-50) 

Lolarka (see KKh. At Bhadaini. 

46. 53-59) 

Mayükhaditya (see In the temple of Mangala Gauri, H. No 
KKh 50.94) K. 24/34 

Sambaditya (Sürya Near Aurangabad 

Kunda) (see KKh, 


48. 48-5]) 

Sumantvaditya (see In the temple of Hanuman near Hanuman 
KKh. 65. 6) Phatak 

Uttararka (see It is identified with Bakariyà Kunda at 
KKh. 47. l-2, 57) Alaipura 

Vimaladitya Near Harikesesvara at Jangambari, 

(see KEh. 5].83, 99) H. No D. 35/273 

Vrddhaditya In the temple of Hanuman at Mir Ghat 
(see KKh. 5.4-42) H. No D. 3/5 

Yamaditya At Yamesvara Ghat near Sankatha Ghat 


(see KKh 5.06) H. No Ck 764 
SIVA LINGAS ETC. 
The 72 Jyotirlidgas of Varanasi 


Bhimasankara 

(Bhimesvara) At Kasi-Karwat, H. No Ck. 32/I2 
Ghusraneévara 

(Ghusmeévara) Near Vatuka Bhairava 
Kedaresvara At Kedara Ghat. 


Mahakalesvara H. No K 52/39 near Vrddhakala temple. 
Mallikarjuna 
(Tripurantakeévara) At Sigra, H. No D. 59/95 
Nagesvara a. At Vrddhakala temple. 
b. Near Bhomsala Ghat H. No Ck ]/2l 
०. At Mehta Ghat. 


Omkdareévara H. No A. 33/23 in Omkareévara Muhallah 
Rameésvara a. At Rama Kunda 
b. At Manmandir, near the Some£vara 
temple. 


c. At Hanuman Ghat, 
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9. Someivara 
]0. Tryambakesvara 
(Trilokanatha) 
ll. Vaidyanath 
(Baijanatha) 
I2. Visvesvara 


II. Svayahbhulingas 
]. Avimuktesvara 


2. Bhurbhuvarlinga 
8. Jyesthesvara 


4, Madhyameivara 


5, Kedaresvara 

6. Kapardiévara 

7. Mahadeva 
(Adimahadeva) 

8. Osnkaresvara 


9. Svayambhi linga 
I0. Viresvara 
(Atmavireivara) 
ll. Visvesvara 
Vrsabhadhvaja 


Bhairava Pithas (see KKh 3].40-52: 88.]4.-] l5; 


( 54) 


Near H. No D. 6/34 at Manmandir. 
At Baqadeva in the temple of Puruso- 
ttama Bhagavan, H. No D. 38/2]. 


At Kamaccha. 
At Jüanavapi, H. No Ck 35/]9 


a. Inside Visvanath temple in South- 
East corner. 

b. In front of Jiánavápi mosque. 

East of Ganadhipa—ruined. 

Near Karna Ghanta at Saptasagara, H. 

No K. 62044. 

North of Maidagin. In front of H. No 

K. 53/63. 

At Kedar Ghat. 

At Pisacamocana, H. No C 2/40 

Near Trilocana. 


At Koila Bazar, Pathani Tola, H. No 
A. 33/23. 

Near Mahalaksmisvara, H. No D. 54/I4. 
H. No Ck 7/58. 


H. No Ck 35/I9 at Jaanavapi 
At Kapildhara. 


72.93; Mt. 


8.28-30), 
l. Asitamga Bhairava In the temple of Vrddhakala 


(see KKh 69.72) 
2. Bhisana Bhairava 

(Bhüta Bhairava) 

(see KKh, 74.52) 
3. Qanda Bhairava 
4. Kapali Bhairava 


(see KKh 66,3.] 5) 
5. Krodhana Bhairava In the te 


6. Ruru Bhairava 


H. No K. 63/28 at Bhita Bhairava 
Muhallah. 


In the temple of Durga at Durga Kunda. 
It is praised as Lata Bhairava. 


mple of Kamaksa Devi. 
At Hanuman Ghat outside Gomatha. 
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Sambara Bhairava Near Patan Darwaja, H. No A. /83. 
(see KKh 69.95-96) 
Unmatta Bhairava Near Bhimacandi on the Paficakrosi 
Road. 
Other famous lingas 
Dharmesvara H. No D 22 in Dharmaküpa Muhallah 
(see KKh. 78.46-55; 
VM 267-268) 
TS 65. 
Jagisavyesvara a. On the door of Jaigisavya-guha, H. 
(see KKh 63.80; No. J. 66/33 Juan d 
KK 92) 
b. In front of Bhüta Bhairava, H. No 
K. 63/28 
Kamesvara a. H. No A 2/9 


(see KKh85. 78-80 ०. H.No K. 30 in Ghasi tola. 

KK 64 

Krttivasesvara H. No K. 46/23 near Ratnesvara temple. 
(see K. 32.22; KK 77- 

78; TS 75) ४ 

Trilocana H. No A. 2/80 at Trilocana Ghat 

(see KKh. 75.24-74) 

Vrddhakalesvara H.No K. 52/39 in Vrddhakala Muhalla 
(see KKh 24.73-74; 

97.29; KK 72-75; 

TS 77) 

Tilabhandesvara In Pandey Haveli 


F. VETALA, NAGA, RUDRAGANA 


Vetalesvara Mahadeva H. No K. 53/32. At present there is no 
(see KKh 69. 73-74) mūrti. 


Nagas" 

a. Karkotaka Naga Near Karkotakavapi, called also Naga- 
Kuan. A great mela takes place on 
Nagapaficami. 

b. Bhadranaga In Bhadra Küpa Muhallah. 

Rudragana—Among the 8 famous Rudras at Varanasi Dagda- 

pai is the best known (see KKh 32,5l-57 ; Mt. 80.96-99 ; 

TS 93) 

a. H. No Ck 36/0 in Dhundhiraja Gali 

b. H. No K. 32/26, in the back of Kala Bhairava temple. 

c. In form of Siva linga in the enclosure of Visvanatha temple, 
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IMPORTANT YATRAS 

Aditya yatra Each Aditya has his own day, but Sunday 

(see KD 36) is particular fit for their visit. 

Antargrha yatra daily 

(see KKh 00. 76-96) 

It includes : 

a. Viéveévara antargrha yatra 

b. Kedaresvara antargrha yatra 

c. Omkaresvara antargrha yatra 

Bhairava yatra (specially 

Kala Bhairava) (see TS ]95) 2. Every month on astami 
and caturdasi 


b. Every Sunday and Tuesday 


Dvadasa Jyotirlinga yatra At will 
Ekayatana yatra At will 
(see KD 44, TS 66; KK 09) 
Dvirayatana yatra m 
(KD I54) 

Trirayatana yatra ry) 
(see KK ]23) 

Caturüyatana yatra T 
(see TS 26!) 

Paficayatana yatra » 
(TS 26]) 

Sadanga yatra 39 
(see KK. 24; TS 26-262) 

Astayatana yatra 2) 
(see KK. 22; KKh 00.49-50) 

Ekadasa àyatana yatra » 


(KKh 00,63-65) 

Caturdaéa ayatana yatra 

(see KK ]2-]22, I35; KKh 
73.32-35, 45-47) 
Jalatirtha yatra (=bath) 
Ekatirtha yatra (see KD 57) 
Dvitirtha yatra (KD 57) 
Tritirtha yatra (see KD 57) 
Catutirtha yatra (see KD I57) 
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Paficatirtha yatra (see KKh 84.08-0) The five tirthas are 
Assi, Dasatvamedha, Varuna, Paficaganga, Manikarnika) 
Sadanga tirthayatra (see TS 262) 
7. Nava Durga yatra Every astami and caturdaéi at Durga 
(see KKh 72.82 kunda. For Navaratri one different Durga 
is visited every day. 
8. Nava Gauri yatra Every Month for Tritiya Sukla Paksa, 
(see KKh I00.68- ‘specially in the month of Caitra. 
72; KK 25-26) 


9. Nitya yatra (see KR I6) daily 
]0. Paficakrosi yatra The longest and most renowned yatra of 
(see KR 0-]]) Varanasi. It is usually completed in five 


days. Some say that it can be done in 
every month, but the month of Vaisakha 
attracts the greatest number of people. 
Other months are Aévin, Kartika, Marga- 
sirsa, Magha and Phalgun. 


ll. Sankata mocan Every Tuesday and Saturday. 

I2. Saptapuri yatra In the different astronomical season of 
(KR 3,.26-39) the year. 

3. Saptarsi yatra Specially on Rsipaticami. 


(see KKh I00. 87) 
l4. Vighnesvara or Vinayaka yatra It should be done every month 
(see KKh 57; TS 230) ' on Krsna paksa, Caturthi. 
]5. Visnu yatra Every ९६088. 
(see list of Visnu pitha) 
l6. Nowadays most of the pilgrims who come to Kasi visit also 
the Kasi Visvanatha of the Banaras Hindu University and the Tulsi 
Manas Mandir. Both the temples are very recent and for their visit 
nothing is prescribed in the ancient texts. 
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RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS* 


SAIVA : DASANAMI 
Dandi 

Chausatthi Matha 
Daksina Mürti Matha 
Gomatha 

Kali Matha 

Kamarüpa Matha 
Kafichi Kamakoti Matha 
Mumukshu Bhavana 
Rajaguru Sankara Sumeru 
Matha 

Shankara Matha 
Sringeri Shankaracarya 
Matha 
Vishuddhananda Matha 
Naga 

Augharnath ki Takiya 
Awahana Akhara 

Ganga Giri Ashrama 
Joona Akhara 

Niraüjani Akhara 
Nirvani Akhara 
Shankudhara Ashrama 


. Paramahamsa 


Bharata Dharma Maha- 
mandala 

Bholananda Vidyabhavana 
Daksinamiru Matha 
Mauni Baba 

Mrityufijaya Ashrama 
Sanskrit Brahmavidya 
Mahavidyalaya 


D 2॥॥2 Chausatthi Ghat 
B [[श7 Assi 

Ck 8|श Gadhavasi Tola. 
D 52/35 Lakshmi Kunda 
D 7/63 Dasasvamedha 
B 4/7 Hanuman Ghat 

B I/86-87 Assi 

D 34/l23 Ganesh Mohal 


B 8|I9 Bara Gambhir Singh 
B I4|Ill Kedar Ghat 


D 2008 Munshi Ghat 


Ck 65/390 Bari Piyari 

DI 7| I292 Dasasvamedha Ghat 
A 36/42 Raj Ghat 

8 4|42 Hanuman Ghat 

B 3/55 Shivala Ghat 

B $|I77 Shivala Ghat 

B 22] I59 Shankudhara 


Lahurabir 


B 3/277 Sonarpura 


D 48/9 Mishra Pokhara 
Ck 34/6 Phoota Ganesh 
D 37/9 Baradeo 

D 37|I22 Baradeo 


+ Only a selection. Most of these places have attached or 


run also an educational institution. This list is based on 
S. Sinha, B, Saraswati, <lscetics of Kashi, see Bibliography. 
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7. Shankara Vedanta Pitta D 35|48 Jangambari 
8. Siddhagiri Matha (Raja  DI/58 Lalita Ghat 
Rajeshwari Matha) 
9, Tilabhandeshawara Matha B 7/42 Bhelupura 
0. Yogananda Giri Matha B 2/89 Batuka Bhairava 
ll. Kumaraswami Matha Kedar Ghat 
l2, Jangambari Matha D 35/77 Jangambari 
B. VAISNAVAS 
I. Brahma Sampradaya 
a. Gaudiya 
l. Sanatana Gaudiya 
Matha | B 87 Bara Gambhir Singh 
b. Madhva 
l. Uttaradi Matha B 5/299 Awadhagarbi 
c. Radhavallabhi (Radha 
Swami) 
l. Swami Bagh Kabirchaura 
d. Sakhi Sampradaya 
l. Mataji Siyarama Ali B 26/88 Nababganj 
II. Rudra Sampradaya 


a. Vallabha 
l. Gopal Mandir K 37/87 Chaukhambha 
2, Mahaprabhuji ki 
Baithaka B 4|40 Hanuman Ghat 


b. Visnu Swami 
l. Satua Baba ka 
Ashrama Ck 0|48 Manikarnika Ghat 
III. Sri Sampradaya 
a. Ramanandi 
l. Dwarkadhish Mandir B 22/i95 Shankudhara 
2. Badarikashrama Ck 60/47 Karnaghanta 
b. Ramanuji 
l. Jagadguru Ramanuja 
Kashi Pitha B [48-C Assi 
2. Dwarkadish Mandir B I|l57 Assi 
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IV. Sanaka Sampradaya 
a. Nimbarka 
l. Ananda Devi Matri 
Ashrama 


2. Santa Ashrama 


6. SANTA SAMPRADAYA 


a. Udasin 
l. Sadhubela Ashrama 
b. Kabirpanth 
l. Kabir Matha 
c. Garibdasi 
l. Mangala Matha 
d. Gheesa 


l. Swami Balajeeta Paramartha 


Bhavana 
e. Dadupanthi 
l. Dadu Matha 
f. Nirmala 
l. Nirmala Panchayati Akhara 
(Sangata Baba Vir Singh) 
g. Pranámipantha 
l. Sri Krishna Pranami Mandir 


h. Sikh 


l. Gurubagh Gurudwara 
i. Swaminarayana 
I. Swaminarain Mandir 
D. BAUDDHA 
l. Burmese Buddha Mandir 
2. Buddha Mandir 
3. Bharatiya Bauddha Sangha 
4. Mahabodhi Society and 
Tibetan Monastery 


E. MISCELLANEOUS 


l. Aghor Panthi Pitha 
2. Anandamay Sangha 
3. Arya Samaj Mandir 


B 3|I89 Shivala 
D 53[88-C Santa Nagar, Laksa. 


B 2/259 Bhadaini 


Kabirchaura 


D 38/37 Banshaphataka 


CK 80 Manikarnika 


BI[20 Assi 


CK 48/56,57 Harhasarai 


CK 44 Bhikharidas 
Muhalla, Chaukambha 


B 2/8 Gurubagh, Laksa 


KI/I Machodari 


7/332 Maldahiya 
D 64/I35 Sigra 
C2I/l-C Maldahiya 


Sarnath 
Rbindra Puri 


Bhadaini 
K. 6/67 Bulanala 
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4, Bharat Sevátrama Sangha 
(Paramahansa Sannyasi) D 64]I33 Sigra 
. 5. Brahmakumari Ishwariya 
Viévavidyalaya Sigra 
6, Ramakrishna Advaita Ashrama 
(Paramahansa Sannyasi) Laksa. 
7, Tailanga Swami Matha K 23/95 Pafichaganga Ghat 
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MAIN FESTIVALS* 


Note: Correspondence of lunar months with the Gregorian 


Calendar: 
Caitra —March-April 
Vaishakha —April-May 
Jyestha — —May-June 
Asidha —June-July 
Sravana —July-August 
Bhadrapad —August-September 
Aévina —September- October 
Margasirsa —November-December 
Pausa —-December- January 
Magha — January-February 
Phalgun —February-March 


SP=Sukla paksa (waxing moon); KP=Krsna paksa (waving 


moon). 
l. Caitra Navaratri Caitra SP I-9 
2. Rama Navami Caitra SP 9th 
8. Paficakrosi yatra Vaisakha 
4. Sitala astami Vaisakha KP 8th 
5. Vaisakhi Pirnima Vaisakha SP l5th 
6. Ganga Dasahara Jyestha SP l0th 
7. Nirjala Ekadasi Jyestha SP llth 
8. Ratha Yatra Asadha SP 2-4th 
9. Guru (Vyasa) Parnima Asadha SP l5th 
0. Durgaji ka Mela Every Tuesday of Sravana 
ll. Naga Paficami Sravana SP 5th 
I2, Jhula Festival Five days after Naga Paficami 
and it lasts five days. 
I3. Sravani and Raksabandhan Sravana SP I5th, 
]4. Krsna Janmastami Bhadrapada KP 8th 
]5. Lolarka Sasthi Bhadrapada SP 6th 
6. Laksmi Kunda Mela or For l6 days from Bhadrapada 
Sodaliya Fair SP 7th 


* This list is based on Sukul (974) 
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7. Ramlila (Ramnagar) 


8. Durga Püjà 

I9 Vijaya Dasami (Dasaahara) 
' 0. Bharat Milap 

2]. Chetganj Nakkataiya 

22. Divali * 

23. Krsna Lila of Tulsi Ghat 


24. Bhairavastami 

25. Pisacamocana yatra 
(called Lota-Bhanta Mela) 

26. Ganeéa Caturthi 

27. Vedavyasa Fair 

28, Vasanta Paficami 

29. Maghi Pirnima 

30. Siva Ratri 

3l. Holi 


From Bhadrapada SP l4th to Asvina 
SP l4th 

Asvin SP l-Sth 

Asvina SP l0th 

Asvina SP [0 

Kartika KP 4th 

Kartika KP I5 th 
In the month of Kartika. Famous 
is the Nag Nathaiya. 

Margasirsa KP 8th 

Margasirsa SP l4th 


Magha KP 4th 

Every Monday of Magha 
Magha SP 5th 

Magha l95th 

Phalguna KP l4 th 
Phalguna SP loth 


Big masses are attracted to bathe in the Ganga during the 


solar and lunar eclipses. 
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KARTIKA AND VARANASI 


Among the Hindus, especially the Vaisnavas, the lunar 
months Kartika, Magha and Vaisakha are very sacred and auspi- 
cious for religious points of view. Among these three Kartika and 
Vaiéakha are most sacred.* The reason behind it is that lord Visnu 
awakens in Kartika and he rescued the earth from the waters of 
deluge in Vaisakha. The Vedic name for this month is Urja which 
means grains, milk, butter etc. In this month these things are 
reaped and found in abundance and thus the month is termed as 
Orja.* Kartika is named because the full moon day in this month 
fallson lunar mansion Krttikà. Another term found is Kumuda, 
which is not very prevalent. 

In Nibandha texts this month and the vows to be observed in 
it are highly eulogised. 

The Varsakriyakaumudi, quoting Matsya Purana says that 
even the gift of heaps of golds like Meru, mountains are not equal 
to the vows performed in Kartika 

सुवर्णमेरुतुल्यानि सवंदानानि चेकतः। 
एकतः कार्तिको मासः STAT केशवप्रिय: N 
The Kalaviveka on the authority of the Narada P.says that Kartika 
is most sacred and it is worshipped by gods, sages and Manes and 
even the meagre vow gives great merits. 
सुपुण्ये कातिके मासि देवषिपितुसेविते । 
क्रियमाणे ब्रते नृणां स्वल्पोऽपि महाफलम्‌ || 

In the same text it is further stated on the authority of the 
same Purana that there is no other month like Kartika, no other 
Yuga like Krtayuga, no other scripture like Veda and no other 
Tirtha like Ganga. 

l. See Varaha Purana, ch. 22.24, (critical edn), 

कोमुद्यां च प्रवुद्धोऽस्मि वैशाख्यां त्वं समुद्धृता । 
महादानाधिको योगस्तैनेतत्‌ प्रभवो धरे॥ 
also Padma Purana, (Uttara Kk.) 998. 
2. In Nighantu (2|7|I4) the word is explained as grains but 
in Niruktavivrti the word is explained as having the 
meaning milk, butter etc: इषमन्नमूजं पयीघृतादि रसं च 
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न कातिकसमो मासः न कृतेन समं युगम्‌ । 

न वेदेन समं शास्त्रं न तीर्थं गङ्गया समम्‌ | 
In the month of Kartika Kasi has especial importance. All 
Tirthas including Tirtharaja Prayaga come to Varanasi to take 
their baths in Ganga at Paficaganga ( also called Paficanada ). 
Hence morning baths in Paficanada and worship of Bindumadhava 
is highly spoken of and it removes the sins committed in hundreds 


of lives. 
तोर्थराजादितीर्थानि प्राप्ते कातिकमासके । 
स्नानार्थं पञ्चगङ्गं तृ समायान्ति न संशयः ॥ 
कृत्वा तु लक्षपापानि स्नात्वा पञ्चनदे शुभे 
बिन्दुमाधवमभ्यच्यं विलयं यान्ति तत्क्षणात्‌ 
जन्ममध्ये सकृदपि स्नानं पञ्चनदे शुभे । 
बिन्दुमाधवमभ्य्च्च मुक्तो जन्मान्तरे भवेत्‌ ॥ 
—Sanat Kumara samhita 8.38-39 
It is further narrated that human form is a rare fortune and a 
visit in Kasi is more coveted, and there also a bath in Paficaganga 


in Kartika is very rare. Whosoever takes his baths there acrues 
the merits of a bath in all the Tirthas multiplied by crores: 


दुर्लभो मानुषो देहो दुर्लभा काशिका पुरी । 
तत्रापि कार्तिके मासि पञ्चगाङ्गं सुदुर्लभम्‌ ll 
येः स्नानं कातिके मासि सङ्गत्पञ्चनदे शुभे । 
dada crane कोटिगुणं भवेत्‌ Il 

— Sanat Kumara Samhita 8.45-46 


In Kasikhanda it is said that the merit which a person can get 
after practicing penance for hundred years in Satyayuga he can get 
by a single bath in Paficaganga in Kartika. It is further said that a 
person who takes in Bindu Tirtha in Kartika before sun-rise has no 
fear from Yama: 

शतं समास्तपस्त्तप्त्वा कृते यत्प्राप्पते HAT 
तत्‌ कार्तिके पञ्चनदे सकृत्स्नानेन लभ्ते ॥ 
कातिके बिन्दुतोर्थ यो ब्रह्मचर्यपरायणः | 
स्तास्यत्यनुदिते भानो भानुजातस्य भीःकुतः d 
— Quoted in Nirnaya Sindhu on Kartika 
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Rules to be observed in Kartika—In the month of Kartika 
a man should bathe in the morning outside the house either ina 
river, tank or in the well. He should take his meal made of havisyá- 
nna and observe celibacy. He should lit the lamps for Lord 
Visnu in open sky (akasadipa) in the evening times. 


तुलामकरमेषेषु प्रातःस्नानं विशेषतः 
हविष्यं ब्रह्मचर्यं च महापातकनाशनम्‌ | 
आमिषं मेथुनं चेव कातिके मासि यस्त्यजेत्‌ । 
सवकालं कृतं पापं दुष्कृतं चापकषंति ॥ 
तुलायां तिलतैलेन सायंसंध्यासमागमे 
आकाशदीपं यो दद्यान्मासमेकं निरन्तरम्‌ | 
सश्रीकाय श्रीपतये स॒ श्रीमानभिजायते॥ 


—Brahmanda Purana quoted in Varsakriyakaumudi pp. 455-6 
The meat and pulses are especially forbiden in this month. 


Important Festivals in Kartika—In this various festivals and 
vratas are observed such as Karka Caturthi on (4th day) dark half 
(2) Dhanvantari Jayanti or Dhanatrayodasi (on l3th day of dark 
half) (3) Naraka Caturdasi & Hanumat (4) Diwali Jayanti (on 
l4th day of dark half). (5) Gokridanaka and Bali Puja (on Ist 
Jay of brighhalf) (6) Yamadv.tiya (on 2nd day of bright half. (7) 
Aksayanavami !(on 9th iday of bright half). (8) Visnu Prabodhani 
Ekadasi (on llth day) From this day upto Purnima 5 days 
are called as Bhismapaiicaka; on these days libation to Bhisma is 
prescribed. (9) Kartika Purnima (full moonday). 
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VARAHA PURANA 
On occasion of the Vth World Sanskrit Conference held in 
Varanasi in October, 98 the All-India Kashiraj Trust has published 
the critical edition and the English translation of the Varaha 
Purana, the third one in the series after the Vamana (968) and 
the Kurma (!972) Puranas. : 

- The Varaha Puraya is one of the 8 Mahapuranas and contains 
about I0,000 slokas. It is in the form of a dialogue between Varaha 
(Boar formed Lord Visnu) and Dharani (Earth) Besides the usual 
Puranic topics—pafícalaksana, karmakünda, bhuvanakoéa etc.—it 
contains various subjects usually found in Vaisnava sects and other 
topics dealing with Dharmasastra. 

For the first time it is critically edited on the basis of about 
20 MSS in different scripts procured from all over the world, Besi- 
des the lengthy critical apparatus which contains the variants from 
all the MSS, a detailed Introduction about the text and its evoluti 
on and critical notes are also given. Various useful appendices— 
Subject Concordance with all the Puranas, list of proper names, 


also added. 


The book contains : 
l. Foreword; 

. 2. Introduction; “YA a 
3. Contents of the single adhyayas; 3 E UE. 
4. Text with Critical Apparatus; Tum d. 
5. Concordance of the Critical text with the diffe 

ed editions; 
6. Quotations from Nibandhas on Varaha Purana; 
7 
8 
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. Subject-Concordance; 
. List of proper names; 
. Index of 80६85; 
The book contains more than 600 pages in Royal Octavo. 
The English translation of the Varaha Purana is also publish- 
ed in a separate volume, which contains also the Sanskrit text as 
fixed in the Critical Edition. It contains also an Introduction, 
on the Varaha Purana text and several Appendices as the volume 


of the critical Edition. 
The book contains : 
]. Foreword; 
9. Introduction; 
3, Contents of the single adhyayas, 
Text with English translation; 
Subject Concordance; | 
List of proper names, vratas, flora and fauna; 
7. Index of élokas. 
The book has more than I200 pages in Royal 8°, 
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Nath Prasad Misra. ; . l0. 
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ll. Devimahatmya— Text with English Translation 
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2. Garuda Purana—A Study. 
By Dr. N. Gangadharan Rs. 40 
9. Narada Purana—A Study. 
By Dr. K. Damodaran Nambiar Rs. 75 
4, Niti-Section of Puranarthasamgraha. 
By Dr. V. Raghavan. Rs. 2 
5. Vyasa-Pragasti [व्यासप्रशस्तिः]. Compiled and 
edited by Dr. V. Raghavan Rs. l 
6. Greater Ramayana. By Dr. V. Raghavan Rs 30 
7. Visnupurana Visayanukramani [विष्णुपुराण- 
विषयानुक्रमणी]. By Pt. Madhvacharya Adya Rs. 5 
8. Brhaspati-Samhita of the Garuda Purana. 
By Dr. L. Sternbach, Rs. I0 
9. Manavadharmaéistra (I-III) and Bhavi la. 
By Dr. L. Sternbach | eS PS 90 
Journal ; 


Vamana Purána—Edited by Sri A. S. Gupta. Rs. I50 


Purgna—Half Yearly Research Journal, 

dealing with the various aspects of Puranas. 

(Some back volumes are still available) 
Annual Subscription Inland Rs. . . "nnus subscription Inland Rs. 30, Foreign £ 3. _ Foreign £ 3. 


The books can be had of from the G All India 
Kashiraj Trust, Fort, Ramnagar, View SEG) za 
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